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PROEM 


Thebe is but one form of human enslavement more 
villainous and more detestable than the chains of the 
tyrant or the shackles of the despot, and that is the 
enslavement of the human mind under ecclesiastical tyr- 
anny, whose cowering and crouching victims at the 
crack of the priestly lash are driven from the cultiva- 
tion of their own intelligence, from the custody ot their 
own thoughts, from the guardianship of their own sotils, 
and who, like whipt dogs, trembling and whining in 
abject submission at the feet of the oppressor, lick the 
very hand that wields the lash. I’m well aware what 
a thankless task it is to attack the established order of 
tilings, theological, political or ethical, for in my long 
life I have often heard raised the old cry in different 
form: Great is Diana of the Ephesians! but I make 
no excuse or apology for my little book. 

If it shall turn a single man or woman away from 
the old path of Superstition, for so many centuries 
beaten hard and smooth by the tread of millions of poor 
tired human feet pressing forward in the dust of out- 
worn ecclesiastical <e props ” that line the way in search 
of something they never can find, I will be satisfied. 

I owe this dear country something for my enjoyment 
all these years of the priceless privilege of liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness, and this be my gift to my 
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, I sot no copyright upon it ; ; t , 
"’“"'ThIv'wI.o cut use it. and if I lie cleric, u^K' 

*3* *» « «■»*"* ““’*£** * *hio?i 

shoU ld hardly expect, let I hem use as a remedy fi 
torpid liver and heartily curse it. 

I have only one favor to ask of any man or Von*, 
who m ay pick it up, and that is: Head it through bef„ re 

you pass judgment upon it. 

Tm entitled to that much consideration anyway. j f 
monarchs only had the time to read the petitions trem- 
blingly handed up to them, there would be more justice 
done in the world. 

Ingersoll Lockwood. 


Saratoga Springs, N. 1 
May 1, 1910. 
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X have often pictured to myself the last prh t of 
' imperial Home, standing in an attitude of iperb c. g- 
dty by the side of lii.s altar and saying to his Chris- an 

^uecessoh who had entered the Roman temj nc 

fear and trembling — even though a squad of converted 
soldiers was at his heels, to take possession of the prem- 
ises: Moriturus , te saluto! and then adding with a long 
and deep-drawn sigh: And yet, 0 Christian brother, 
it will be but a change in form and not in substance, for 
all religions are the same, being the offspring of man s 
brain, °they cannot differ greatly. The people must 
have their lares and penates in their homes and their 
statues and images in the temples, they must have at 
the hand of the priest, their signs, wonders, miracles 
just as they look for their panem et circenses at the 
hands of the political leaders: or else thou wilt los, 
control. How were it possible to make a sublimer god 
than our Father Jove, god of gods. Zeu kudiste, me- 
giste, kelainephes , diiheri naion! (Thou Jove, most 
honored, greatest of all, wrapt in thy dark majesty, 
dweller in infinite space!) Canst thou impio\c upon 
° Ur cloud-ericircled heaven, set high alxne the lc.uh of 
•flan, with its wondrous glory of light and tobn. eilu 
' n & to the deafening crash of Jove s thundu -bolts 
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lighted up by the blinding flash of hi# lights*. | 
ho robs souk* blasphemer of bis sight forever' 
often boon tried, but the world comes ever \>; U l 

. * “J h 

for our recipe. 

Be kind to the beloved messengers of our g fJf j () 
pian servitors, the dainty Iris, the exquisite P , (f . 
sweet boy Eros, the winged Mercury, guide ant] 
fort of departed souls, thou wilt need thorn a-;, f Qr 
gods must be served. Turn not from our sacred V<- . 
Virgins, keepers of the altar fires. They are g rea p- 

beloved of the people. Even the rude soldiers bend and 
kiss their shadows as they pass. 

“ We do ! wjB do 1 ” muttered the warriors of the squad, 
and then suddenly remembering their new faith, a dee- 
scarlet shone through the dark visages tanned’ by V 
nc’s sun. « Brother,” continued the priest, - thou wilt 
need a Queen of Heaven. I cannot too highly recom- 
mend our superb Juno, guardian of the marriage tie 
It is to her we owe our matchless Roman mothers! 

I know little of thy Jewish demi-god. We do not 
love the Jews in this imperial capital. They are the 
butt of our ridicule on the stage, sodden incredulity 
and superstition. Our great poet Horace says: Crete 
dans Apellaf but I have read in the Acta Dturna that 
,} if new gods birthday tails in the latter part of De* 
Our Saturnalia , a favorite festival with our 
people, falls upon the 16th, 17th and 18th of that 
, n !’ so ^ Woidd be the simplest thing in the world 
^ ^ Wo * -1 be people must have their relig'i 01 ^ 
fb. l ^ i! nC * P arades * Our slaves, too, will not be satis - 
10ut this bricf relaxation of their servitude. 
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, finals’ 1 “ mmend to % ttd „pf, on « 

b"., ,, „!t a r« anti priestly vestments. () , , ' tl,es<: 

ministrations of which our Imperial sbOT ' ! 

«>«"■ su r mc Pon f ff ; is «> justly pr ;r ^ 

^,W^ ih ' C tn “^beauty ami magnifie'ence. 
w , , 0 brother, v\ ia u. woi|<| summons us to sur 

ami fwwd 1 - <),,ce ««»“ 1 cryt Moriturus, te 

I ft 

"'as ho turned from the altar, a great crowd of aco- 

, V I«, «"«“«> chori * tcre ! thurifcrs > train-hearers and 
*) like swarmed out and fell upon their knees. The 
, C teI y sa cerdotc moved away, with his head of Apollo 

l,igh in thc air > llis r ] ght hand u P lif ted, with thumb 
m { first and second fingers extended, his superb seal 
ring bearing a Jove’s head upon it glistening in the 
dim light* The crowd of ministrants followed him forth 

in dead silence. 

When they had disappeared, the Christian priest 
made a sign to the soldiers to fall back, and taking out 
from under his gown a small silver vessel containing 
irater and an aspersorium, he besprinkled tire top and 
sides of the altar, muttering prayers the while, and then 
with many wavings of the hand, which the soldiers 
watched half shamefacedly, he sank upon his knees, tin 
Wood-stains of the last sacrifice scarcely dry upon the 
'Wte marble floor beneath him. 


*ttd 


^ eci P e to make a god: _ r , ? 

88 1-3 p er centum Ignorance, 33 1-3 Cr n - 
' d 33 1-3 Human Ingenuity. Mix carefully and 1- 
un *‘l fermentation sets in. Then add quant. i 
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extract of the Miraculous, and vary strong^ 
mixture to suit powers of resistance of locality. ° f K 


This is the recipe that has been in use fro m th 
beginning of time and it may be justly termed a 1 

When Jove was first set up in business as a dcu s 
that is, as the absorber of man^ smaller gods, I 

to be altogether too harsh a remedy for the peopl^" 1 
whom it was administered. I rometheus uudortoo^ ij' 
task of reforming him. It was a severe struggj^ ^ 
Prometheus succeeded admirably and eventually 
Jove one of the grandest, noblest and hones test » 0( j, 
that the world has ever seen. The same thing j la 
pened with Jahveh, the Jewish god. Before the Chris 
tians could accept him, he had to be completely 
over, severely disciplined, stript of many of his old hab- 
its and put under bonds as to his future behavior. Then 
lie was rechristened Jehovah. 

* Allah likewise, as first designed by Mahomet was not 
at all acceptable to the Arabians. The god-maker was 
given very plainly to understand that radical changes 
must be made in the character, attributes and preten- 
sions of Allah in order to make him acceptable to the 
people. This was done, and to-day a hundred million 
human beings answer to his cal] for prayers. 

* * * # * * 

As tlie sti earn cannot rise higher than its source, i 
0 Ul ' naturally that no god can outliVe the civil! 
o . v 1 Cioa tes him. There is an exception to thi 
0v ' 4! U j° ' uu ^ ^ la * i s in the case of an old god ui:u ^ 
civiliy t 1 L111 ized in fact, for the use of a succeed! 11 

Zatl0n ' This counts for Jahveh’s long reign ^ 
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I I god.H have? gone into eternal night, gods who 
oth^ n ron {.eiiiporary with him, and even more power- 
\ve ve <H ' ,jj VL> ilian he was. For instance, we may ask: 

|u ' ftU<! ihe trods of old, the gods of mighty Egypt, 

yVliere h 

Osiris, A])is, Orus and their crew, 

hose reign the arts and sciences achieved such 
ag c ven now to astound the world? Where is 
* ,*Ied Thoth, jackal-headed Anubis, the « lackey ” 

1 f the" gods of his clay as Mercury was of his? Where 
° those old, old gods, from whom Moses pilfered hi» 
fridge of mystical lore? All dissolved into finer 
1«1 more impalpable dust than the kings, commons and 

slaves who worshipped you. 

0 ye gods, ye gods, whether ye sit on great white 
thrones resting on no more substantial foundation t can 
summer cloud, or whether ye reign in the Tartarean 
vaults of dusky Hades, ye must some day, some day, go 
d„4 to your twilight and to your eternal night 1 
And I may ask too: Where is Jove, magnificent Jove, 
that “ divine gentleman ” under whose superb reign the 
world attained to its dizziest heights of art, literature, 
philosophy and mathematical science? 0 thou goi urns 
masterpiece of human ingenuity, thou . a" 11 
whom young Phidias brought from no i i 

bought,” whose head remains to-day the ' Ll ) m0 
pattern of all really great gods, benignant, J ^ 

sensible enough not to kick against t^ u 1 1 
tl where art thou ? 

Faded like clouds from the sk\ , 

Fo share no more in our mortal stu 
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other old god- havr gone into eternal night. gotl> u ^’ lt 
were once contemporary with him, and even more powei 
ful and active than he was. For instance, we nia\ a^h. 
Where are the gods of old, the gods of mighty Egy P*’ 

Osiris, Apis, Orus and their crew. 

under whose reign the arts and sciences achieved Muh 
results as even now to astound the world-’' Where 
i his- headed Thotli, jackal -headed Anubis, the “ lackey ' 
of the gods of his day as Mercury was of his." 

cj % *■ ‘ft* 

are these old, old gods, from whom Moses pilterot us 
knowledge of mystical lore? All dissolved into fin* i 
and more impalpable dust than the kings, commons and 

slaves who worshipped you. 

O ye gods, ye goth, whether ye sit on great white 
thi ■ones resting on no more substantial foundation than 
a summer cloud, or whether ye reign in the Tartarean 
vaults of dusky Hades, ye must some day, some day, go 
down to your twilight and to your eternal night ! 

And I may ask too: Where is Jove, magnificent Jove, 
that “ divine gentleman ” under whose superb reign the 
world attained to its dizziest heights of art, literature, 
philosophy and .mathematical science? 0 thou glorious 
masterpiece of human ingenuity, thou “ awful Jove, 
whom young Phidias brought from no vain or shallow 
thought,” whose head remains to-day the very mould and 
pattern of all really great gods, benignant, just and 
sensible enough not to kick against the pneks of lute, 

O where art thou." 

Faded like elouds from the sky. 

To share no more in our mortal strife 
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gossatftor veil in the rays of moonlight^ tht r, 
unrolled her spectral arch of beauty. a tvj^ 

And thou sayst also, that thou didst Sttatch 
mortals, Enoch and Elijah, from the face of |.| )f ' * 
without letting them sec death. Knowest. thou my ^ 
other gods had done the same, that the people < v ^ 
these things from them, that Father Jove often y '' ' 




his power by performing such wonderful acts, as 
ness his taking of the beautiful boy Ganymede, and h 
lifting to the stars many others who had died on earth 
and admitting them into the theocorp ! 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


Not a despot, tyrant, oppressor of the people or 
contemner of the rights of man but claims to hold his 
throne by “divine right,” to be the “anointed” 0 f 
some god, to be entitled by special dispensation of 
heaven to set his heel upon the necks of his fellow men. 
Not a driver of slaves, robber of the toil of man or 
millionaire who greases the axles of his chariot wheels 
with the marrow of human bones, that doth not “ love 
God, is not as regular to prayer call as any Mussul- 
man that ever clove a dog of a Christian with his scim- 
itar and wiped the blade on his shirt to wear the crimson 
seal as a testimony of his zeal in Allah’s service, and 
doth not with a feeling of self-beatitude make punctual 
payment of his tithes to maintain the due and godl) 
sci \ ice of altar, chancel, choir, incense and priestly 
robes and the richly-walled temple that doth enclose 
them all, for the glorification of an imaginary heinj4 
nliom they have set up for selfish purposes. Think } 011 
that this “ establishment ” will ever rid men’s head- 


, lb cir distrust of cud, other, over 

It »l>J ect P" vert y »'••>» not w i ll ‘V?‘ lilion " 

s0 . c0 at the curtained windows „f u hl ‘ l,0< ' »»d 
for those within? Never! „,. vc , r '" r, °?** * ilh 

-tirscs . , xi.. c . i . n( VCr - no lo n g 


>ges 

till 


as 
to the 
an mu- 


wn not from the false gods of Sop^ti,. ^ 

U — ° f hU T 'H " 8ym > ia %i Human mu- 

,, as sistance. Look at our s.ster Unpul, lie of ,, ranee. 

The “ establishment has existed within her limits f rom 
tke second century of the common era. [ n the due 
course of time, it. spread to every nook ami comer of 
t |,c land, permeated every stratum of life from the high- 
L »st to the lowest, no crack or crevice escaped it. It 
stood in the hovel, in the home, in the castle, in the 
palace. Man opened and closed his eyes on the crucifix. 
Childhood’s tiny hands told off its beads. Cowled monks 
and dark-garbed nuns and sisters were here, there and 
everywhere. The priest made choice of school books; 
no morsel entered human mouths without the sign of the 
cross. The trembling wretch listened to his sentence of 
death often for unsubstantiated accusation, beneath the 
shadow of the bleeding Prince of Peace nailed to his 
beam. Kings and princes trembled al the anathema ot 
Rome. From cradle to grave, the priest, the eternal 
priest was in power, the guardian ot thought- and i»n 
sciences. He knew all, saw all,, excused, approval, or 
condemned all, and what was the result ut t...» 
of god? Or, had I not better say, of this mud am 
^strained riot of Superstition? Vaoin ° lluI ^ 
feng living and breathing in that god u 
May was born out of wedlock. !* ul ilt . j f ron 
k Mg has come. Superstition lms been ‘TP 


lii 


Xi-yi'.HWi n to 


its Kil.l.,1 ni-lM- '*»<• '*“* *»~T «C 

„f eomin/f to it* "*■'* . 

* * * # * 

[» the name of common ***** did «** 

up these shadowy tyrant, to ^ worry ** ** 
h f m? The- answer is a v<-ry mpfe o«e: If 
,. m) an dog in tl 'flight, he 

at it ; if you dmt (l k room * ** *® to^j 

and send forth a cry of terror; if you phu* a ^ 
in a position to look upon any great conmkio. 
turc’s forces, he will shiver and cower in aojeet :^ r 
dog, child and savage, all three, stand upon about 
same plane of evolution. The dog runs to his 
the child to its parent, the savage to its idol of bafe* 

mud — for protection, tli tress, the ddi 

with its kiss of thankfuli, the savage with his gift 
of food to appease the evil spirit. 

In other words, the fir>t god that man set up was a 
attempt to appease the wrath of nature. The progres- 
sion was easy. In a higher grade of mental development 
when the primitive man moved his habitation hither and 
thither he came into contact with more varied forms oi 
Nature’s apparent unfriendliness to him. The earth 
quaked beneath his feet, the avalanche slipt with thun- 
derous roar down the mountain side, the skies emptied 
their stores of hailstones upon his head, the thunder 
holt split the towering monarch of the forest, the r» ur 
overflowed and swept his frail habitation away* ^ 
caitii spouted boiling water, the volcano spat fire, afl 
the wind blast whipt the ocean into the white t° ,ul ^ 
an all-threatening rage. The “ medicine-man ” waS n ° 


>v4f 


ItSTlTlUN 

IS 

M! !« |M( , 

, 1 1,11,1 »r l»ik«l mu, I, for 

, „,oA I" ««« I,,,nl "" «f 'oil 'll follow nmn, 

j . « Ill'll I'm mi-ill Inin vo K ue, the 

mm ' " fmmi1 *0" '"'■'I'-r well stored, lor surely 
0 should iVim1 "I’"" 'hi* fonwtTuUrd food, H ft ve him- 
, in out’ da.v «>f more refined Superstition, the con- 
v , ;l lnl wine Unit, is lelt oVer must be drunk by the 
v, nd si rant. Now yon are in a posit ion to understand 
# j*v the otlor of the roasting flesh of lamb and kid was 
^pleasing to .Tahveh, and why Goethe makes Mephisto 
>tire Faust that the church hath power to digest any 
idnd of offering. And mark well that, while primitive 
uin‘> abject fear in tie presence of Nature’s convulsions 
raS p Cr fectlv natural, yet the subtle and ever increas- 
n( r encouragement of bis Superstition by the “ medi- 
ane-man ” and his “ successors and assigns ” was the 
irst act of human tyranny that was destined to take 
msuch vast strength and colossal proportions as to 
■rowd the crowned and sceptred despot quite out of 
nwincss. And now, even in this free land of ours 
rhere Liberty sits enthroned in superb majesty and th 
fehU of man are graven in large letters on brazen b- 
the rabbi, prelate, sacerdote, el-gyman -ne , 



on*, acolytes, clerics, eldci* an P - upo n the 

the .lightest attempt to words; Great is 

«oph*, to raise the old cry »n 0 f the Eph^ 

liana of the Kphesians! Great is D.a 




Hut after nil. Jahveh is but a machine j, () , 

wheeled out ns occasion may demand, and 999 

4,1 ’ 

with the additional prestige of some 
theocorp — such as Hamlet called upon : “ An 

unethical act ; e. g. to curse an enemy — i n whicj, 


of a thousand to cover with his name and raa ^' s 'n, ( 

6rS ®*«L 
el ^ 

ministers of grace!” — some act of human 
some bit of hypocrisy, some impending intent to nn ' Ss ' 


% 

w 


one common] v sees not only Jahveh himself but the 
ing members of the theocorp dragged out ad hoc' 
cover up a perjury about to be committed, or 
wrongful act against a fellow man for whom the ‘ 
rant’s affection or friendship hath cooled, or a g a ^ 
one whom he is about to deceive for some selfish purpose 
In which case he calls loudly upon Jahveh to teste 
the lawyers say the righteousness of his intentions. 


Or, it may he the drawing of Jahveh’s name into 
play is for the purpose of sanctifying some very act 
forbidden by the god himself, such as war, pillage, rob- 
bing or wronging a weaker foe. 

Or, in the mouths of the sacer dotes to curse the un- 
believer, non -con former, or person indifferent to his cir- 
cumstantial and ornate anathema, or to the sanctity of 
ins excommunication by book, bell and candle. 

Ike old German emperor during the Fratico~G crnl(U1 
uai ncvei failed to thank god upon any special ocoi>i° 
k‘ n a particularly large number of Frenchmen ' vL 
, I;U " in battIe by the long range Krupp guns which h* 
,0en P^fected by this god- fearing nation for ^ ie 
purpose of getting even with the rotJie Hosen f° r 
ap ° °° nic inv asion of the fatherland. Now to he P 
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log i»I, the ~ccrdrt«., M the do in lhcir 

S ?“ ° f god as « 

i t," h "" (oi ;'°! lrsc for ^ lu * received) as 8afc 

! () sure to be depended upon in any emergency, why 

!| l0U ]d not the poor l'renchmen have treated their god 
j„ the same way as the African savages do theirs when 
j te leaves them in the lurch in a pitched battle against 
„ neighboi'^H tribe, to wit: tie ropes around the necks 
of t | te i r idols and drag them through the filth and mud 
end mire to punish them for not doing their duty and 
filing Lip to representations made by the medicine men? 
possibly the saccrdotcs sometime in the near future may 
be forced to say of the proclaimed attribute of oinnip- 
otency as the proprietors of storage warehouses do of 
the words “ Absolutely fireproof,” that they are not to 
be taken as a guarantee but as being “ merely descrip- 


tive,” 

* & % # * * 

Alas, poor mortals, how ye did cudgel- your brains, 
in your attempts to make your gods worthy of the name. 
Homer, in the Iliad, makes the wounded Mars roar like 
ten thousand ordinary men, so that both Greeks and 
Trojans flee in nameless terror. When a wounded god 
tails he covers several lots of land. Even Minciv a is 
jaiilt upon such a generous scale that when she put 
<m Pluto’s helmet, her head Is large enough to fill the 
Vi *st casque. Homer lets his gods be wounded, but > 

18 impossible to kill them, their veins being fillet w 
icl *» and not with blood. The Jews, too, were always 
Assessed of the idea that, a god must he of g'ff*" 
Hllld - So we find that when Moses hid m t k c c 
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the rock and Jahveh walked by, he 



one hajid, so that would make him a ^° VGre l 
talk The statue of the Olympian J? \ 


talk The statue of the Olympian 

of the wonders of the world, was thirt ^ : 

c. i „ 'T'k, - ,. — x i . rc y five : w ‘ * % 1 


% 


from its base. This seems to have been ah * n W 

ard height of gods. As a god Jahveh Cas^ ^ sta 

never to let Moses see his face. I u the 

he only showed his back, and, as he Walked ^ 

the cleft in the rock, Moses was directed to ^ 

with a rear view. When the Greek fmri, • Sat ' s h 
i t - &ocl ‘ s mingy . 

mortals, they were often recognizable by the *’ 




luminosity of their eyes. Telemachus, in his 


mtet- 


pel 

s yp e ( 

\ 

in 1 
but 
the 
tr* 

of 


view with Minerva, suspected at once that the str ° 
was a god, but he could not tell which one it was 
had a notion that you could tell a goddess by her wy! 

To 8' ive an idea of sublimity to Jahveh the Jews 
wont to make use of expressions well calculated to i m 
press the superstitious minds of the people, such ay 
He rnaketh the clouds his chariot; he walketh on the 
wings of the wind ; at his voice of thunder the very 
waters don up the mountain sides; he looketh on the 
earth and it trembleth ; he toucheth the hills and they 
smoke, and so on ad lib. 

Father Jove wraps the gigantic manes of Hercules 
in a cloud and bears him away from earth in a four 
horse chariot. 


<yp 

TD 

vd 

V 


Jahveh, in translating Elijah, made use of a chariot 
c file and horses of fire, and wafted them up to h ea ' en 
J means of a whirlwind. Jove sent his eagle after the 
eautiful boy Ganymede, which snatched him away fr°® 

' er> ’ n ' ldst of his Playfellows on Mount Ida- 


i i'i iis'm u t \ 
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. rtlicti* 1,1 *" *1"’ u«t practwed by 

^ ,oV.'. I" 11 * in VU ‘ W tt,tl,cr the reward of those 

cr ' hail HiiH'i'ml through the nuritv *,r„i 





gli the purity and eon- 
finclt as Psyche, Call into and 


thrir a fTVc lions* hi 

Jd" ( ’. v '\ v hnm stlatchcd away and placed 

'* | !i i*J‘V fli’ituuni'iil as live Great and Little Bear: 

i Djivticii luriy those lie lifted to the stars were 

i ndll t I . i i 


1>< 

ii* 

lit* 


^.nef actors of the human race, such as As- 


V Hint I ovely daughter of Themis, goddess 

tii 1,11 * , , Jim | Law, counsellor of Jove himself. Astraea, 

/■ .'..noccnce and purity, was removed fri 
j4i« 8 or 1,1 . _ 


from the 


g 0 ^ 0 ^ j ( | an d placed by Jove among the stars 

« ,|CK virgin. Cadmus the inventor of letters and 


as 


' ir ^ * t j ic s ] a yer of monsters that oppress man were 
t0 t j ie stars. This system of deification of 
11,80 ' ns practised by Jehovah, the reformed and 
"T vaUzed Jahveh, under and by direction of his sacer- 
f!T has been and is the mere encourager of Super- 
. . ‘ Not services to mankind are here the moving 

cause, ^but the greater or less muscular callosity result- 
in , f from long-continued prayer. One ol these mstanccs 
is that Simon Stylites of the 5th century, who remamed 
Z for twenty-six years on the top of a column ex- 
posed naked to the elements. To deserf* AeWd 
depth of Superstition to which lus womluppc » . 

** ^leful ignorance would do le 
A lover of Ins kind can only emit a S r0 ‘ , or ;dle 
N’or has the hand of the new world nen^ ^ Aztec 
in the art of theotecture. During r > ^ j intricate 

civilization of Mexico, a very extent ^ 0 f an 

tHeocorp, under the guidance and uuim ^ 
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, irfr)y of priest*, was In existence at the ti me f . 
, rri ;:«l of that monster of cruelty Cortez, wh(> J *V 
fBrt at first taken to be the To] tec ho 

from his white skin, for his smoking and fl a 


1,1 o dE 
mi n . 




trim* k 

of a heart #*§ not visible. The god Taotl w as * ^ 

head of tin's theocorp, with thirteen assistant 


at 
gods 




two hundred inferior deities, under the 
their frightful Mars, Iluitzilopochtli, compared f 
whom the Greek god was a calf-eyed infant of t 0nr j ° 
ness. Even highly civilized peoples like their gods 
rible in threat and execution. But some will exclaim 
for, with a strange incongruity in his nature, maT) 
though a liberty-loving creature, yet rather than do 
his own thinking and hear himself the cares of stab- 
(dings to the very yoke that his oppressor lays upon his 
neck — Why is it that there are so few cries of nescio 
deosf 


In addition to the reason above stated there are many 
others: The sacerdotes have so corrupted human nature 
that, at the least show of indifference or contempt the 
priest balances anathema in bis hand like Father Jove 
ready to cast a bolt, and the parson threatens eternal 
damnation. Then again, man’s ever present distrust 
of woman’s virtue comes in. No matter to what horrid 
depths of Superstition so-called religion may descend, 
Jie calmly adds: It is good for them, women need such 
a shoe on their wheels in the steep descents of life. And 
another reason is that any and all worship of so-called 
celestial beings forms a most admirable shield and cover 
l ( n Hint most despicable of all human weaknesses, h>P 
ociisy. And last, that terrible demon Ignorance, ^ 


* • I * »( I 

l„ ll»‘ I ''"’ 1 llml - " llln " 1 ' Of <u, v 

™ ***y **4 *; 




reason" "I'.' Bod > tom 

cions of I" "'"I <!.•«( li, ** u **- 

awflll ft"' 1 ""' llnlil '• - V n,, 

t*M blaspheme wlio . 

[worship of gofU an i £ . 

all such slmdowy being an ctliUp „ 

aUi of malign spirit.. “ rf «*-. 

»«'< tnrth is that ,11 thro . 

the great thinkers, philosophy r esti gators and sci- 

entists have, With never ceasing it- n and reitera- 
tion, denounced as Superstition the theory that tfc 
are any such beings as “ 

or anywhere else, Or tlmt there ever had been any need 
of such “ creators,” that Nature showed herself to be 
a gradual growth, sublimely regular and systematic, 
with never a saltum , from the simplest germ' endowed 
only with movement, to the magnificent mind of man 
crown mg’ this unfolding of countless million ~ o. v^-dr-. 

Lord Robert Bulwer-Lytton, in the contemplation of 
this question of so-called celestial beings, expresses him- 
self in these calm but eloquent phrases: _ ^ 

The idea which man calls “ god '* only exists m t *■ 

consciousness of man himself. Though we 1 .* 

. . J n„ to the uttermost part* 

tlie wm gs of morning and fly to which wc 

°f the earth, yet we can find nothing ^ 

* 1a venot carried with us. W hether ' vc ta ^ ^own 
0r sound the depths, mount up into heaven 


uo 
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,nfo hell, vve nre «ltiallv umihlc to 
thoughts or attain to any 

reurh of it. Nay, space itself auc) ()l t 

or even the qualities of things: H.t. v "" "M \\ % 

„er of thinking of thing., U* ^' 1 ?"* '«> > 

our consciousness* f ^ 

Wt. are not the masterpieces „f ft 

has formed us in his .,»• >»g e , but H» 

" ,mn « "’ e have in the image of . * " f «H 

do not resemble him ; he resembles us. . ' 

* * * * * # 

It will be urged that even Voltaire died prof. I 
.el.ef ,n a god and that he erected a church J?*» 
hearing the inscription: Deo event Voltaire *2 
answer to this is that the time had not yet come f ^ 1 
Ncscto deos! Voltaire made a bold fight against Su2 ! 
.sjlion ( Lmfame ), and he was satisfied with that ti 
R epublic of France is reaping the good effects of iC ' 
fifrht this very moment. Could lie have known that 
Nature put the sea-shells on the tops of the Alps [ md 

not the priests, as he charged), lie could have died 
happy. 

Hut Science was too young for that. A whole cen- 
tury was to elapse before Nature was to W allow 4 - 
cry out: Take courage, 0 my children, l, 1 v 
have done it all! For millions and millions of _w<u> 
have I been occupied with this work ! From mtin ’ ' 
beginnings, step by step, until thou, Man, O m.v fin •■■■. 
u'itli thy wonderful Consciousness, shunt'd ;l> 
crown and ornament of my unfolding* havr 1 v v 
the Universe! Put aside thy gods as children r 
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er 


jr pupP‘* u of ki(l an<1 sa '^ust, when they discove 
*' I l, Mother Nature, can lay children of flesh ana 
1 *„ their arms! 'Tear aside the veils of the 41 holies 

f jiolicH 11 ■ ^ ’.V fl,t ’ but fhe cabinets of the wonder- 

IvotkJtiK Hpiritualists ! 

K< * * * * * 

In | he dillicult art ol setting up a new god, Mahomet 
ll u , Arabian is undoubtedly facile ptincep, for the dif- 
licnlties he had to contend with were appalling. So far 
■ls sacred things, so called, went, it was in his land a 
period of utter indifference. Comic poets amused them- 
selves launching satirical verses, often of an obscene 
nature, at the supernatural beings then in vogue. But 
in Homer’s day the poets were not above this sort of 
business, as witness the amours of Mars and \ enus. as 
sung by Demodocus in the Odyssey, deemed by so many 
critics as Utterly unworthy of the great bard. 

Had the sentimental founder of the Chns uu, my thus 

been in Mahomet’s place, there would he no hnstiam y 

vosncct they resembled each 
Uwl-.v However, in one respect m j 

0 ( 1 . i- .i f hat setting up a new god 

other for they both realized that ° 1 " 

ollici , ten t y scheme. Some one must put 

was not a money- ■ ' « tj, e expenses of the ex- 

Ins hand into w- I Many well-to-do women mims- 

ploitation of* the “ oa j gul)stancc . Mahomet took a 

tered unto Jesus <> 1 ^ ^ vV i,i 0 w. 

short cut, be married Jl )rC g na te himself with an odor 

The next step wah 1 ma tter, if you know liow. 

very 


of sanctity — - ,l v ‘ 1 ' p tt homet chose the easiest, rc 
There are mW ^"^iitatiou and the undergoing of 
tired to a cave f<»' ™ ^ o]aiim .,l that he had revolved 
ascetic hardship 1 


22 SUPERSTITION 

the scheme of a new god over in his mind f 0T 

years. This is nothing. From the age of two ]*.** 1 

thirty, eighteen years, the “man of sorrows” u " *'* 

. .j hooded 

over Ins idea. 

Naturally the people of Arabia didn’t take to 
new religion. They were in many senses a learno,! "" 
pie, good astronomers, good alchemists, good rnut j 
nmticians. 13ut Mahomet was a fighter, and he f'o r ,., j 
it down their throats at the point of the sword. Aft 
Ins victory, his solemn pilgrimage to Mecca was a mas _ 
terstroke. Allah was seated on his shadowy throne, and 
to-day counts his followers by the millions. In forming 
his thcocorp, too, Mahomet displayed the highest order 
of theotectic talent. In a land where it only rains every 
year or so, with vast stretches of parched sandy deserts, 
what more delightful than a promise that in the next 
world there should be fountains and green trees galore? 
and further, in a land much given to concupiscence and 
lechery, what more entrancing outlook than a heaven 
peopled with a race of women celestially beautiful, ever 
young, wholesome, tender and loving, with eyes soft, 
lustrous and deeply dark, awaiting the arrival of the 
faithful? 

One is most forcibly reminded of the reply of King 

Agrippa to the ex-Pharisee pleading before him. Aitei 

telling him that his ravings were those of a mad man? 

the king, with a keen irony, cried out: Almost 

mine) thou persuades t me to be a Christian ! 

But after all, it remained for an American? 

Joseph Smith, to set up one of the most origimd di 

1 I •. had 

corps ever known to the civilized world, and n 
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• shin o- success when one takes into coin 
-T t t* W of Superstition was bre*«, 
W" 1 ' 0 ", ottled and sold at enormous pMces to ver y 
ItilW. right here within the very hunts ot 

p ‘ wi thout any exaggeration it has mar e 
,„ r BcP“ bIu ' j the solitary place to lie glad to 

«tb# "desert to rejoice and blossom as the rose, 

aiid the des. i;w»llv 44 blue pe 


^WrHna assigns have literally 


Smith’ 


-- . vah and under the guidance and control 

lilled” J ; h °'“ Pagers, consisting of old father Adam, 

,f aboard 0 c m ith, Brigham Young and other 

rwU Vh,X\’dim as president , have set up a Celes- 
f ‘ wring Company for the manufacture of 
* ‘Tossiblc at a rate commensurate with the pro- 
0UlS ’ earth of bodies to receive them. These are 
actl0n ° n U according to the recipe of Celsus, but the 
° ]l0 '! m,U . suc h no doubt, as were in the olden time 
Tturcd in the heavenly workshops of Jahveh him- 
T UU.r ’ Tesus is to share his power with these 
saints.” and there is to be a temporal kingdom estab- 

M somewhere her earth. The very latest -cur- 

of the htunan imagination into the br igbt heU s 
heotectics has resulted in the establishment ot a very 
wishing’ system of hagiopath Y , commonly kn 
iristian Science, which is compacted om half]) ^ 
irth of Science and an intolerable deal of Superstition. 
For centuries upon centuries there has bet n a 
healing based upon the really scientific fact, th 
l) lV of the ills which flesh is heir to hace no ical 
C( N but are the result of morbid nervous conditions, 
are iv»dilv 
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mi red l>V “ shock/' “ suggestion ” or prayer , 
iod 1)V implicit faith in I lie so-called healer. t>,ri bn n 
\a hi rally the founder or founders of i h; r 
• use for the Old Testament, for the ,[»«,„ Ul '' U,1 

UlTf I 

rule of -I alive! i, were very fond of a good r 

^ I nir ge o P 


no 


dose of bitter herbs- So far as Jnhveh was ■ ^ 
these scientists simply reduced him to a mere'ai 01 ' M1 ' 
tion. The most filmy and cobwebby mmmv 
wrung- out and hung up to dry in the sun, wcnVl" 1 ' 
more existent than the god of these new Christian ' 1 ^ 
yet with the courage of ignorance they say th, !’ *** 
is love. *” ' a S°d 

Now, love being a phase of consciousness (the 
absolutely real thing, all else being mere postulate^ 
better said, a state of sympathetic attraction bet ^ 
two consciousnesses, to apply to it the tem « JT’’ 
which can never be more than a mystic paraph, i^wi] 
fully to substitute a theory for a condition -- the infd 
liblc symptom of the presence of bacillus sacerdotal^ 
Love we know and we can almost say amo, ergo sun 
It is profitable to us even from a selfish standpoint- 
hut god — outside of the lord's prayer so called, has 
never been known to give a crust to a beggar or a 
spoonful of milk to a kitten, not that many, very many 

spoonfuls of milk have not been given to kittens in god’s 
name. 

loot, .simple-minded, unsuspecting goodman of the 
house oi liu inanity, he never suspects the trick that is 
everlastingly being played upon him by the sacerdote. 

In the name of the prophet. Figs! But it is hardly 
hair lor these <% scientists ” to attribute their miraculous 


% 



to the school of healing !1H 
[iis hiunediate followers and sct f' lt 
,ll1 ' T Testament, ” when thousands r 


1 i " Ufa 


^healing^by suggestion was 

fUv . /TTWri -mine m q MV H.. t. 


Be actually eureft ‘^“pW ^ * - 

.‘"absent treatment,” merely directing 


_ si eian iEsculapius in the sane! 


urn 


' divine 


at 


’ ‘treated him to “take the case” °* 1 

m serpent,, that being Scie^ 

Eddy or one of her pnestesses might <lU,„i BS . '" *■ 

ing s»PP' iant a C °Py, of “ Science and „ ei , lh ” 

ff lth directions to read it.” 

It is not at all to be supposed that Jesus gave him- 
self up with at *y P articular satisfaction to the practice 
of healing sick people; but it is one of the few wavs 
; n which a god can give, to the minds of the common 
people, who are always the first to interest themselves 
in a brand-new divinity, assurance of his godhead. 
Nilly- willy lie must play the physician, and that, too, 
without hire, for the common people are always frugal 
paying for mere advice. But. these cures soon become 
» valuable asset in the possession of any god or half- 
god who is determined to leave a record be nml bin, 
and Jesus made the most of it. When the doubters tvom 

the opposition camp began to quiz him. u »««i . 
to them : You go and tell John " A *£££,„ 
heard, how the blind see, the amt \ '■ q poor, 

cleansed, the deaf hear and the dead ,U< ^ p rst the g 0 ^ 
fetched children of humanity* h ^ v | M *fotv d* is 
c ’ an do for you? Hundreds of . v ^ ^ more P 1 ** 
°lder gods had given you a uiuih 


2(i 


fcUPI5flSTf'ri/0 x 

tive assurance of tlieir divinif - , „. , 

Ores with her agricullurc, Ll, ' * 

Mincrvu with her wisdom, June 
Mercury with his common* . 
tile Musi's will, their art*. 

Are ye, children of humanity, t.„ w U . 

first hyena gad and then by ,0 k-, . 

Ot sacerdotes living upon you, ready , . ' " ' 

you will pay for it, or with a if ^ ' 

from then- altars in contempt ? I lat ^ 
day must be near at hand when 

wrath and o«t Superstition from wo® 
as you have driven out tyranny and d^prfj*, 
Jmrnan slavery from your : 

spangled with the stars „f Libert;. „e«r mfc 
by your fathers to cover any other than * ^ 

enlightened people, in whose minds and art- ..... 
ing ignorance or baleful Superstition should , rfej 
a lodgment. 

* * * * 

In all god-systems, from the very eai ’ . ' ' ^ - 
their evolution, there is a strongly marked 
construct a theocorp, so as to make the $v>:« 
ticable, for surely it would be a most mute 
ceediutg for a god to run about exivut mg 
orders, doing his own errands, lighting up • • 
unloosing the winds, forging his own tlnrukt.' 
conducting souls to their last abiding pk-ev 
Egyptian and Babylonian theocorps, wing'd ' 
at times of the most fantastic forms, arc "‘J ^ r 
the Jews, who always took good care tn P 1 '" 


** 

f> y- 

Ual 

1st 

\u\ 


...vement 

< first notions of wm B „| <: > 

'^cnptivity. These t% Cm"5* 

■° n -.fiings, and Jahveh Proceeded I, " ,r <*hsf 

%m *** tba ° ;r 

‘ r\te Genesis than upon driving \a -* ' 

gden. Jnl'vch, l.m K he eequi^^ •* 

0 1llCC “ cherubim ” at the east of m " “ Ina(ifc 
^ a flaming sword, apparently 
All this is seemingly an exaggerated precaution £ t2 
.gainst P° or Adam ; but it must be borne in mind that 
he ffa s between thirty-five and forty f eet in height. 

Bu t the “ seraphim,” another form of winged crea- 
ture , were hexapterous. With one pair he f or there 
wc re never any creatures of the female sex allowed in 
the Jewish theocorp — covered his face, with the second 
jviir he covered his feet and with the third he performed 

aviation. 

Later the Jewish theocorp was enriched with a simpler 
form of winged beings denominated in the Septuagint 
aggeloi, messengers. Father Jove had had his mes- 
sengers (Dios aggeloi ), and the Greek translators ap- 
propriated the term, just as they took hundreds of 
others which afterwards became famous, e. g., ecclesi- 
astic, baptize, Christ, episcopal, dogma, euthaii > 1 
byter, etc. Unlike many of the winged cre ^ C ^ 
Hie Olympian theocorp, such as the i®} ^ .* , ^ ur filnn 
w tih his baby wings, the exquisite 1 S J C ^ K ' pinions 
%. the dainty Iris with her rainbow- m ' ^ 

an d the “ lackey of the gods,” with p» . tf f t 
Poised on a “ heaven-kissing hill,” the ti bb 
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, . were male beings of great st 

■•d. «r th ° l °f evidenced in the catch-a^CT, 

:,„d ^‘ tur ‘\ „„a an angel, who. after a long «** 
between d „t of joint. John the 

threw Jaco* - • thousands of angels round 

, :,■<! their voices. There were ^ 

the throne and ^ a sign frQm Jahveh to ^ 

* -—pie from the face of the earth. J 
a c ! ty j ov e’s lesser gods these angels had h,^ 
f l Vul often appeared to mortals, and in vi sioB , 
Tscen descending from, and ascending to, heav«. 

0 f now that the children of Superstition are ob%* 
m ‘find a higher location than the banks of mist a 

0 r so above the earth’s surface, it would naturally be 
ridiculous to expect angels to come as often as formerly, 
■heir visits being now “ short and far between,” and 
ikely to cease altogether as education and enlighten- 
ment destroy the poisonous miasmata that have drifted 
ver our land from the Mediterranean stew-pan of 
j-norance and Superstition. 

As has been the case in all celestial regions so called, 
habited by whole gods, half gods, angels winged and 

1 winged, and monsters compacted of half human, tali 

■ast, or whole beasts such as John the seer describes, 

ving seven heads and ten horns, with a tail strong 

ough to knock one-third of the stars out of thb 

tings and tumble them down to earth, rebellions bn ■ 

t- John, who appears to be well posted, says th» 

lc Uas <k War in heaven,” a chief of angels named * 

tel leading his angelic cohorts against Satan a* !/ 
^ols, Satn n K..,\ ,1 „ . i_ :«i-n the c;lf 
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nil lin'd *1 inlf I din of 


Hilt lUlgel# ,n| d how !i<- | 


11 1 „.|, 


ween 


• TT ,woUn « i * 1 ««»-* 

^ ptttc with Ir'alnn m relation to the “body of 


mw, in his ron tost wit], Fathep .J OVt; , tells 


ow 


had *, 

^ e 

f^ud wns stirred up union# the divinities. R 

I' 0 *' f ( }ve whs in his wrath bent upon destroying the 

* , e of n tor tuls. As the great Greek dmmatisi 
rt liid° 11 

D #’ 1 

When 


livery one t hat has uew-accpiircd power is stern. 
l ulL ;J .1 the Christians sought to destroy the gods of 


Greece by 


taking over the Jewish mythology en bloc, 

!• proceeded to make some very considerable changes 
component parts of the theocorp. The cherubim 
!’'d seraphim did not appeal to them. A being with 
t()ree p a irs of wings was not very lovely to look upon. 

It had too much the appearance of a gigantic insect. 

Xhc first radical change in the theocorp was to do 
something that very naturally would prove to be posi- 
tively abhorrent to the Jewish monotheistic idea, to wit, 
not only admitting the son and a mysterious being vis- 
ible only to human eyes in the shape of a white dove 
into the theocorp, but introducing a woman (the 
mother) as Queen of Heaven, and filling the sacred 
precincts with swarms of female angels. 01 course, as 
intimated by Jesus, there was not as in Olympian mytb- 
% any cohabitation between the male and female 
ll11 ^ 3. No one seems to know how they increased oi 
| tUl ’ the great numbers of baby angels came horn, 
10 constitute in the skilful manipulation of the >acu 
cva ngelists and preachers of all denomination 
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one 
tunin' 


1 1"' g 


<r 


the m*n 


, rett t and irresistible means to an 
( |h of the young out into the poi ^ 


end 


p ,>tures of Supers 

Will it, can 


stition. O shame ! 0 bur 


m 

ir '0lU 


mn « 


it, mast it go on forever? 

„ ' * * * * 

T l, e growth of the human soul was slow. The fl r<t 
that man set up were only satisfied when tIleir 
"itars were wet with human blood, the warmer the more 
efficacious. To please the god of the Aztecs the victim 
was laid close to the altar so that his heart could he 
placed, still palpitating, thereupon. Siva, the third 
person of the Hindu trinity, exacted human sacrifice* 
by crushing under wheels of juggernaut. Both Father 
Jove and Jail veil were not averse to human sacrifices. 
Both mythologies show that Jews and Greeks had well- 
defined notions of its efficacy. At. the last moment 
Diana relented and saved the life of Iphigenia when the 
knife was at her fair throat. J all veil, too, relented as 
Abraham had already piled the wood of the burnt oft’er- 
ing upon his son ; but the glib manner in which lie 
directed Abraham to take his only son, whom he Ion’ 11, 
and offer him for a burnt offering, speaks for ibelt 
but in the case of J ep lit hah, Jahveh stood firm, j U!> * ' 
god should do, and let his nostrils inhale the od° r k 
1 " v irgin J s blood. In fact Jahveh seemed 1° ,,l \ 

HP 


to 


ro in these bloody deeds, for he raised ^ 

p * lew mg to pieces of Agag before lm 

Iacc > urn- in r r ■ i . . ir, re fro"l 01 

# 

■k 1)11 


I/I j, ^ 

t |,„ I,"" 1 ’ 1:0 savc Uriah when he fell in the foP 

The ancient Druid priori* *J 


Hghtcd I ! v* 

doubt l w *th human sacrifices 

IWned « the Orient. These “ **>&* 





I hi' •M.trnils, while Jaliveh’s priests stood 
()> | <t we wind Iter he would deign to accept the offering 
i.’ y | t ,/ilv lucking H hull from his arsenal to signify his 



Sow. now, I here ore no more left-over dainty bits for 
l|„, pried ; Iml the latter Feels that his very existence 
lies In I he degree of fervor that lie can excite in the 
|, |1( „ ■[,* of Hie prod rule worshippers* And so the old 
world ivrtgN on, I In* poor wretch of a Hindoo sweating 
nl (In- m heel of his praying machine, the Mussulman 
|iri)*hfli mg himself at the call of the muezzin, the mum- 
bling Mid turnons Romanist shifting the wooden balls 
til hi instil' v willi I rumbling fingers, and the calm and 


plnritl I’rol ijfilaii I half kneeling and with but partially 
avert'd ftu-r felling his god what a “ miserable sinner' 

1,1 1 which lie doesn’t believe himself, and begging 
l " ,)l ll > mi ve Us soul whatever lie may do with the others. 
V is I lie offspring of sacrifice to the gods, and 
^"" ln '''UlshucNH is its mother, and in its turn it 
| 1 d i I inn with ignorance for the mother. 

111,1,1 hul think for a moment what vile and 
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1A 1)11 1 his g° d to ’ werc be 
he W° ul 1 •- J -i- 


- . ft blc ^ ^ 111 mu ^ r a « d «J* 

v him by P 1 '? . ui tous war, oppression and pi n 

';&y villainous deceit treachery ^ 

-"3«« -iz " " t *■» 


«** "' . r „llcaguc anu — - ' ~ ™ ««u f 

of every so-called holy war. For 

tcr «”* *. '"distance to a power, which is 50 


to 


f „. distance ly — *. -“’WinK 

»PP</ ‘° ' ,. ion and which we have under the 

l’ OWn ' , , m*nmT>t 111 £T of the c.w.„ 


f own creation *■ - u «tte 

,,f and minatory prompting of the s Merd ^ 

tf uldflllCt ' and at the command 0 f u 


« l ”f “erlmman,” and at the command o{ ^ 

,lub V , silversmiths must stand ready at a si gn 
latter-cay • r'vcut is Diana of the F,nl„ 


-^nr^odt: Great is Diana of the Ephe^ , 
my ,]i og ical, so ridiculous, so plainly a part of a met( 

* l .. rto i -f ci i n f on c n om 


is so illogical, so no, -rn , - - - mere 

scheme to preserve intact certain fees perquisites a „ d 
,1.1. „«rv wmiflftrs how sclf-rcsnoctinrv. 


scheme to p restive . 

emoluments, that one wonders how self- respecting and 

rational human beings can still be held down to these 
appeals to a deity. 

Of course, we in ay expect anything from the human 
nind when it has been ior centuries soaked, steeped, 
odden in the stewpan of Superstition and debauched 
, v promises of a certain and sure entry after death into 
pays de Cocagnc . 

But in the name of enlightened humanity — as free 
,-om the oppressor’s gyves as we are from the binding 
feet of hoary precedent — let us spread it upon the 
icord that we do not belong to such a class of h UIlia11 


gS ‘ the 

fe have gone far enough as it is. What has ice ^ 

It of these “ prayers,” these appeals to this ^ 

an power ” for help? What could it be but a ^ ^ 

de of hypocrisy, soaking into the very ^ 


»UI*Rlt WlTU)N 

,*,111 "“'ml ,lml "lluenlf u . 

other of the da***. *L«* l„„ , * 

f"" 'iB-iujp il " us oriw , "‘--e 

»" 'oreed U ,|„ „„„ 

•"I. *«»• " oi : t '. Uom 


. 'HU' Ihi "tllh n , j 

Iu "> ehaatu,. II, 

*«*«. i» hi. ontlevej,™; 1 

,„,lo#«e ,W l, «* To the dcbnL , " ''W, 
‘ ’ iotelicet** t" the glaring b*fonl lni!ll , "f * — 

#r»* * lhc ? ,ercil T w »tMng J'*:. 

-n'-'P ct * 


()f 

o'g""--- , -■■■-, oiotting otttV"! 0 *'" 

■ vs( ,rrt. we do apologize for them. Won , ™ 

lie so failed us, we would hold 0l „. ^ 

h his nose and cry him “ i*s — 


£ t » and “impostor.” ^ «* 

!‘t what must we do now at the bidding of the 8 , le „ 

, in order to save the credit of this “ omnipotent 
r o who has so tricked us, led us on and then aban- 
C J us to the contumely of a world, only too ready 
rrloat over the misfortunes of a fellow creature? 

^, r we must take the entire blame upon ourselves - 
.jitter how sacred our cause to us — or cry out that 
punishing us for our sins or the sins of our fathers, 

we did not deserve his help ! 

r. we must save his credit by bowing our heads at 
5 L of the sacerdote and murmur humbly and cow 
Iy : His ways are past finding out, tic 
bis world is foolishness with god; tl0U 8 

lattle is not to the strong, 1 ■ m thin^; ^ l0U 

iteps; all nations before hi 

crest unto every man according ^ Q f the u ttl ’ r 
here could not be a bettei dlu 
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.• ,|„it ••effeminate uplifting >,f , 

■W .I!!,. ,„ti.t term* «• U,,m iM . our Ci 'il \vl 


",;, )r ,„nati»t tu""" ••• "'nr. 

«* ' ,, «i,|o was tl.c South ». they were fl K , l|„. 

"•'Tfc-rtv, ami « 'a " 1 tcn *° thcir onF ' If ev," 1 * f '" 

1 ! eypression of Vtfgil?., Uchrimo 

fliing ^application it was Imre. The f, lir '% 
, 7 thc Southland deluged dalrveh's altar, with ft*** 
; olvs , leu re. ami their deep-drawn sighs grthe^ J 

‘„i»t * ****#»! "■;: uio " s 1 of «• O 

shutting’ out the sunshine and rolling down i n <j ; 
supplication, gracious enough to move a Moloch, Til 


J 


mi 

an 


1 ” J- O 

[gh t as well have addressed them to the mud 

African savage. Poor sweet souls, they didn’t U 

4.1 ... fi If 


idol 


of 

low 


ilk 1 ’ 


..til!' 


an ^ 

and probably don’t know now that gods follow and o ev>r 
lead; and that they can’t help liberty when the tyram 
has the cannon of the longest range. 

0 my countrymen, why not be honest? If ye COuld a ^ 

but once free your souls from the grievous burden of 1 Jrcf 

these Superstitions, ye would stand up refreshed and 1 Jgti 

strengthened like men who have shed the blight of some 

bad disorder and again walk forth in the health and 

sweetness of purged bodies and clear skins, 

« 

Would not it be a thousand times better to address 
your prayers to those who can hear them and be moved 
by them, to those we love, to those whom we honor and 
respect, to those who can lift us up and strengthen us 
with their thoughts and influences, to those who can 
1'irn us away from the hurtful and towards the health) . 
to those who will prompt us to good actions and k^l 
to live tor some one else than self? 

Jl'c ‘Lord’s Prayer,” so called, is obviously ar 
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A - r . il, 0 K»ca 1 anf j 

. •, mi" KO'nlyifH/ (L i 

j iiiii p ^ ti> lit K * * anti n 0 * 

•'ll x ' r,n, ' nt ■>' wmnkind. Mm 

i,l o*» 41,0 l,r '"' '" / 1 ,5w “M net l„. 

^ f |’o fttttttli a oom'li ti on to human forgivem-w 

C it on a low* scale than the dog’s, who put, all 

Oughts on the fut urn and hai» none for the past. 

K u &(\ u» not mi ° tcn 'I )taUon ” "»«** he addressed 
t ( j cm0 n that haunts our pillow or our path, hut not 
ll S 0'Cftll°d omnipotent god. And the prayer should 
|( " jided ; “ And of thy power and of thy kingdom, 

;X us the glory.” 

,,1! ‘ ^ >M * % % % 

T | 1C more ignorant and degraded the human mind 

. u mo ro it cries after the miraculous, and from the 
is, tne nanv. ** 

ttln „ up of the first rude altar, unhewn and shapeless. 
Tods have been unceasingly occupied, under the 
direction of the saccrdotes, either in comforting or 
destroying their worshippers, destroying them by hre. 
flood, pestilence, famine and the play of thunderbolts; 
or comforting them by an almost perpotua » m" 0 
petty miracles in the daily walks of blc. Man pud o 
them, and the sacerdotes were forced to keep up ^ 

yfo- AH religions being ” ma,lc ™ ^ ^se miracles 
‘^agine how silly and ridiculous nios i £ aC ^ \ n 

*«e, especially 'in the Jewish mythology.' ^ 
'^udor- working, Jahveh was rarely so » ^ exce p- 

^ivesquie as Father Jove, that i»> * \uw to stand 

tions > the one being Joshua’s ordeiin^ " cne niy ; hut 
| l |l wl,ji e he continued the slaughtei ° intelHgc^l 

' s miracle has no beauty in the *- \ 4 
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Dividing the waters of the ^ ec l ^ ea an( l making a 
drv path for the Jews to cross over to the opposite s h 0Ie 


the sun. 


would have been rather a taking miracle had it not 
followed by one of the vilest and shabbiest tricks, v i 2>; 
allowing the Egyptians to get half-way across and then 
turning the waters back upon them. A god should 
always bear in mind that he is expected to be above 
human weakness and human passions. 

In this respect J ah veil falls far below Father Jove. 
As he says himself he is a “ jealous god,” and he might 
have added, cruel, revengeful and bloody-minded; in 
fact, a tribal god in every sense of the word, ever ready 
to play some trick or stratagem upon the enemies of 
the twelve tribes under his special guidance, and quite 
satisfied to hang in the form of a cloud over the tent 
containing such mystic paraphernalia as nomadic tribes 
could conjure up. Let us fondly hope that the day is 
not far distant when some master mind will, by the 
lightning of his intellect, dissolve all “clouds” of Su- 
perstition that hang over our civilization just us the 
Homan general entered the so-called “ holy of hoik- , 
and lifted the veil to show the world that there w,l » 
nothing behind it, Jahveh bad not even one hv>t 


dei bolt left to hurl at him, althou 
a tune, for a mere touch of the ai 
stricken the man dead. 



A, *d such some day must be the fate of all 
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j holies.” set up t ly the sanordotc t„ . , , 

mind in servitude. The Jewieh mythology £ hon “" 
passes the Grecian and Roman in excess* * cru £" 
might well stagger our red Indian,. Sneh , ls U 1 h 
l>es« destroying forty-two children for a bit of „£ 
mischief ; sending down fire upon his people for a trivial 
complaint; slaughtering fifty thousand threescore and 
ten people for looting into the ark; sending one of his 
terrible angels in the night to slay a hundred fourscore 
and five thousand Assynanis, so that when they arose 
early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses. 

The three men delivered from the fiery furnace, Daniel 
saved in the den of lions, Jonah kept safely three days 
and three nights in the belly of a great fish, and Balaam’s 
ass conversing in excellent Hebrew with his master, these 
are but a few of the many Munchausen tales that made 
the Jewish mythology the butt ot ridicule in the days 
of Grecian and Roman supremacy in literature, art and 
refinement. And think, too, that a lowest atu red, mis- 
shapen, unlettered Jew, in the 'ei\ dudow of th 

/ * ( PvpJ art himself fresh from a 

mortal masterpieces oi huJ < , r 

fabricated interview with ;'l ^ to invent tales of 

himself ready at a nionicn* ^ ^ audaoi ^ to 

miraculous experiences, sho ■ , g present archi- 

charge these great founded ° literary models in 

tecture, sculpture, plnlosop D ‘ ^ » j 

every genre with being >U 1 ... waS a sweet and 

Superstition? Their ^ .. barbarouf at- 

lovely wisdom compared '' t])e aur<! ola <>* kl " K -' 

tempts of a nomadic P*-°P _ tribal g° c ^ 

rilf ijesty about the head 
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the beauty, fragrance, poesy, .j* 

T° c0 '” 1 ’' cri 'ul weal tli <>f dcUd »«» «wj* 

paW’ 08 ' T m mio death, music of nomenclature, i„ dl;Sc| . ’ 


M 


of devotion undingu, inexhaustible mi# , 

» ble . C0 !°""f c c, mental diversity and soulful exh^ 
P h - vs,t li .dry, feathery, filmy, gossamer fancies 
ti0, Vi weaving, ' n ® well as the solid, deep substrata 
Tenuitv.' wisdom and justice of the Greek mythology, 
witt/thc'.Tcwish, would bo like naming m the same breath 
the sweet, fragrant, delicious herbs of the garden and 

t ] ic s tweed of the moor. And yet, this magnificent 

world of ours, in a moment of despair, having shed its 
ancient gods and standing naked of supernatural pro- 
tection (to its imagined shame), put oft* its majestic 
toga that had held the barbarous world in awe and 
donned a Jewish gaberdine, grimy with the grease and 
gurry of a thousand years of Superstition 1 0, wonder 

not, enlightened sons of Freedom, at this strange and 
shameful act that man, fretted and pheesed by bonze, 
rabbi, fakir, muezzin, priest, parson, presbyter, sacer- 
dote and medicine-man, doth not cry out as he should: 
0 ! a plague on all your gods \ but yields him up to th 
new scheme of purgation and salvation without a nun 
mm*. Then again, politics throws him from lu s 01 ^’ 
and he in bis utter weariness lays hold of the skiib 0 
Hie first poltroon who has a vision for the sake of ^ 
Christianity, the moment it loaded itself with 
grading Superstitions of the Jewish mythology ^ ^ 

;i S^vous load for man to c firry. There was mj ^ 
° f no flagrant violation of the rigl> ts ot ‘ ^ 

110 ageous suppression of the bounding *° ia 
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S9 

intellect, no nrerc.lws slaughter of those who 
£a to contradtct the foul SupemiW of this mvtb - 

a f U • Uko ° r b - v H- Mt 
%«■ that could not be fully justified by the ruling 

tl j^veh or his successor .Jehovah. 

poison***^ ^ ominon Law and made woman the 
^rtual slave of her husband, who might coin her labor 
j^o shillings for his selfish enjoyment, leave the marks 
^ [jj, lash upon her back, provided he did not seriously 
in j ure her; thrust her head into the witches’ bridle or 
bind her to the ducking stool. They brought these vil- 
tainou^ samples of Jewish law into our fair and free 
j, tr ,d, and it is less than fifty years ago that woman was 
i far freed from the domination of her husband as 
Z be able to execute a contract, or upon being beaten 
b , him to cause Ids arrest as for an assault; and it 
to the teaching* of that misshapen little Jewish ener- 
t h a t woman is to-day regarded as a moral 
gimien Saul, „ 0V em herself, prone 

11,1,1 i, ' t " ll ‘ rliml WCa f I'' to the custody of the very chil- 

‘® wil C " , g , criminal not a jury of her 

dri ll she bears, accorded • when pe radventure, 

peers, but of her oppress”'^ ' ( to a man who 

will, Jehovah’s nod '^^self, under sacerdotal 

proves to be a Imite, sl ' L , Em pire State and of many 
.iil.i.Ol.K""'-”' 

; 

S * “ ;r:r.ru 


<1 nbhne.1 1,1 to fraud, bidding. 

I "" 1 Ch ' l ! n tlm statute enttCt lTin h>st " ld Uscivi ° US ' 
mimvciit . v erY >0 

'he man may 


5 





world’s record as the most married and most « mis- 

tressed ” of the human kind. 

As to Rahab the harlot, it is agreed by most of the 
commentators that she was the “ Rachab one of the 
forebears of David, and the conclusion is inevitable that 
Jahveh must have “ foreordained ” that his ichor and I W 
this harlot’s blood should run in one and the same chan- 
nel some fine day. The stories of Dinah surrendering I ipo 
herself to ghechem, of Reuben’s defilement of his I Hul 
father’s bed and of the unspeakable conduct of Zimri 
and Cozbi and their revolting murder by Phinehas at II <orr 
the command of Jahveh so that he might appease hb J\ bn 
own wrath and stop the plague, are all too vile to h 
related here. The javelin stroke of Phinehas d uUli jfl ; ; 
be described as a master (and mistress) stroke. 

As to the story of the Levite and his concubim j 5 

seems to me so incredibly and damnably foul and f ^ jj ! 
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dy#b, hi* succosaor ’ FatllCT J»ve, and AUah 8 

| ■"', rhe one harlot dear to the .lewish heart i 8 Esther 
,1,0 was soaked for six months in the oil of myrrh ami 
six months 111 certain “ sweet odors » to fit her for 
lh e bed of that lecherous and unjust monster Ahasue- 
j-iisj whaj p ut awa y a chaste wife to make room for her. 

It is a very pretty story in the sequel; but the moral 
js not fragrant, nor is it even sweetened by the blood 
of the seventy- five thousand foes slain by the Jews, 
gut the fact of the matter is that under the rule of 
Jahveh the “ woman that was very beautiful to look 
upon ” seemed to possess a dynamic force of character 
very much akin to the courtesans of Athens, the denn- 
mondaines of Paris or the geishas of Japan. They 
pushed their offspring with a keen and remarkable 
cnoriry, and those children of love were dear to their 

fathers. Look at David, fasting and lying all mgl .1 

t ,1 • refusing to rise or eat bread, 

upon the earth m prayer, leiusing 

■ .. , . . i , •<* i c child by him was sick, 

while Uriah’s wiles tiisz . 

■ ii, p n ew regime under the tians 
When wo conic to the new » . 

When we (Oi scarlet woman still in evi- 

formed .Jahveh we find « • .» w ] 10 bathed 

. was a 

deuce, the woman tears, and of whom 

Jesus’ feet with hei ns ^ inUC h,” she was entitled to 
he said that “as slie l °' Ct t i ie wo man of Samaria and 
the greater forgiveness aether do I condemn 

the woman In whom ^ ; but morals should 


me woman . j dramatic , 

t|iee.” Very P» etlC “ fl denouement. Nature never 

‘ l*! / » n f i Tivnemnn 


never be sacrificed^ ^ q{ m , in ’ s creation presume 


/• • , , v 1 v v should a ^ sentimental, she strikes no 

forgives, * 11 J ■ never seutm , 

, 7 ? Nature * 

Tii i Li r 



f«i„ous in theotectics -the other three being 
I Oh. h is successor. Father Jove, and Allah. 

one harlot dear to the Jewish heart i, Esther 
soaked for six months in the oil of myrrh and 
' six months in certain “ sweet odors » to fit her for 
I ,| K , bed of that lecherous and unjust monster Ahasue- 
rJ ,. who put away a chaste wife to make room for her. 

It is a very pretty story in tlie sequel ; but the moral 
^ j« not fragrant, nor is it even sweetened by the blood 
0 { the seventy-five thousand foes slain by the Jews. 

But the fact of the matter is that under the rule of 
Jahveh the “ woman that was very beautiful to look, 
upon ” seemed to possess a dynamic force of character 
verv much akin to the courtesans of Athens, the demi- 
mondaines of Paris or the geishas of Japan, They 
pushed their offspring with a keen and remarkable 
energy, and these children of love were dear to their 
fathers Look at David, fasting and lying all night 
upon the earth in prayer, refusing to rise or eat bread, 
while Uriah’s wife’s first child by hrai was sick 

When wc come to the new regime under the Ira.*- 

formed J ahveh we fin ^ ^ „ sinner » who bathed 
dence, the woman ' v 0 . tettrSj and of whom 

Jesus’ feet with her af > ' nJU ^ 1 " she was entitled to 

lie said that “as she ° U ^ wo man of Samaria and 
the greater forgi ve,1Lf ’* ’ . , n Neither do 1 condemn 

the woman to u 10 j dramatic; but morals sliouk 
thee.” Very P°e tIc ' l, ‘‘ , L l]eno uement. Nature never 
never he sacrificed «>* gf mftU > s creation presume 

forgives, why shoU ! cve r sentimental, she strike 
to do sor 
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attitudes, sends no messages to John. She 
my laws and I will punish you. Cease aruTl' ^k 
you. Man could give no better proof of the trutl! **** 
he himself is the power behind the celestial thr^ * ***** 
by the fact tlmt he at times destroys his god b\l ^ 
too great a task upon him or by mnamwg 
do a thing sure to injure the credit of his priesthood. 
Father Jove’s priests were very careful in this respect’ 
they always made his oracles capable of a “ yea 


“ nay ” 


or 


interpretation. It is the only safe way 
Jehovah, the softened and etherealized Jahveh. was 
no sooner seated upon his throne than the sacerdotes. 
while bidding him not to let loose fire or thunderbolts 
upon the earth, not to wipe out a great city through 
the agency of one or more of his angels of destruction, 
not to smite the scoffers with disease or pestilence, none 
of all these, but nevertheless committed the most woe- 
ful error of calling upon him to descend to earth him- 
self, in any form he might choose to assume, and 
through the agency of a daughter of Eve to incarnate 
hi rn, self. Jahveh, not a great lover of women 'tis true, 
had never in his wildest manifestations of affection 
for his people ever dreamed of doing such a thing. 
Only Father Jove had dared to walk on earth for that 
purpose. It was an awful risk, and could the sacer- 
dotes have foreseen liow the miracle would live to rankle 
in minds “sickbed o’er with the pale cast of thought,” 
they never would have sanctioned it; nay, never would 
have given 1 1 a moment’s serious thought. 

n ad the new god only been better advised, lie would 
have at least imitated Father Jove and made his descent 


upon earth, in a f °rill so I>oetic, so mysterious, so allur- 
ing to chaste imaginations that the incarnation might 
i -,,o been rat her suspec ted than asserted, mifrht have- 


... naiiuu 

hfive net- n *■* — spectc.'d than asserted, might hav 

becll an “ it is said,” or an “ it is claimed” or a “ one 
niiglit almost say. ’ But no, he came from his throne- 
room i n the clouds as a tall, handsome, so to speak, god- 
like figure, one of the most dazzling and imposing 
members of the theocorp, not bearded, true, but male, 
masculine, muscular, manly, he gradually clothed him- 
self in visibility, and his raiment assumed the glow of 
phosphorescent light as twilight falls; he stood in the 
presence of a dark-eyed and full- tressed maiden es- 
poused to a just man 

******** 
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Had I continued, it were needful that my pen be dipt 
in ink of crimson hue that the glow of shame should 
redden this page, for here was an act that smote the 
white and velvety chock of female Chastity a stinging 
blow, which still echoes in % cars of sclf-rospec mg 
womanhood. Here was a deed that spat upon the 
modesty of mankind and outraged human reason a, 
laughed it to scorn, -a deed that set the horn 
euckoldom upon a pure man s 1 ^ ^ ripp li„g 

spread his wide-extending wing. ( the ribald 

down the sides of sky-piercng ■ ^ ^ not 

^ughtcr of the assembled gods, victim still 

d<iad yet. Nay, the blood of t m floor about 

smoked in the grooves of the " >' 0 j, wer e that 

tte altar of Father .Jove, the hoi) 
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t crossing II, o Forum and the peopfe ^ 

!ind Imping their «ho«low» u they 
,/T slrc ct hoy (hinyinedc, with laughing cy os - ' ""'I 


anti 

in 


r o M 


fingers, was washing the wine cups of the gods m w 
that spouted from the rock at the stroke of p e ** r 
hoofs, and the Graces had begun to dance be% rc '’!*’ 
Icing of gods and men. The deed was done, and t|„ " 
amid the dark foliage of the tree of S Upcrs g^ 
grafted upon Ignorance, hung the largest and f a j r °* 
fruit it had ever home, red and ripe to rottenness, an(i 
Mankind reached up and plucked and ate till the q lla | 
of satiety checked them, and, as they ate, they spat 
the seeds out upon the rich black soil beneath their f ee t 

efc # * * * * 


If the Jewish mythology were but illumed with tin- 
rush light of common morality, it might, in spite of 
its filth and obscenity, enjoy to a greater degree the 
respect of human reason, but almost from cover to 
cover, with here and there an exception, it is fairly 
encrusted with theft, fraud, deceit and chicanery, and 
Jahvcb is himself the chiefcst sinner of them all. Could 
any more cowardly and dishonest act be conceived of 
than the manner in which he caused the avails of Jericho 
io tumble down flat, and then instructed his people to 


walk in and destroy man and woman, young and o 
l)ii I lo take good care to put all the silver and gold in 
Hie treasury of the house of the Lord? Now it m 
he seen where the world learned the gentle art of ind 
ihninutc slaughter and pillage in war times. ^ 
lh< kings of the Amorites gathered again 8 * 

,t nt * 1 S;u ^ llnto Joshua, Fear them not, ^ ^ 
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dod >“ ,Io ' v " great s to„ es f r 


IiM "* oro of 1,10 cnem y ‘an the 
<|off with the sword. 

a god cultivate h 


;(>m heaven, and 
fen of Israel 


iVin « g 011 1 niuvate bravery 

(i , nillg them not to fear ouua, luiTthTflS 
* arranged tlnngs that one of his men sllttll ohase a 

thousand- an a god improve the morale of a people 
bv permitting * woman to steal her father’s images and 
t |,e„ cover them with her skirts and add the crime of 
deceit and falsehood to theft? Can a god increase the 
honesty of his people by informing them that they may 
sell the flesh of an animal that has died upon their hands 
to the stranger, but not to their own people? 

Can a god expect to correct the morals of his people 
by such a code as the one Jahvoh engraved on a stone 
tablet furnished him by Moses? Where are there any 
commandments on that tablet against harlotry, concu- 
binage, criminal assault, seduction, polygamy, usury, 
human slavery, pillage and slaughter in war, even of 
women and children? 

Can any god think it unnecessary to punish such 
a bestial an d ”u n speakable crime as Airmen’s? Can any 
god imagine that the good morals of Ins people will 

ic the better consemdb^^ ^ of ^ 
10"S as con .unc ^ omnisc iont god would not be 

an 1 * P osM , j ie eV j] effects destined in future 

perfectly well away 0 co mmand as: Thou shalt 

centuries to flow f 10)11 ,p think that this majestic 
not suffer a witch t.o fl ic superb system of 

World already * n I>OSh lloU ld, even under the guidance 

Roman jurisprudence 
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and direction of a strongly organized sacml 0 

permitted a petty god set up in one of ^ ., V( , 

and physically dirtiest corners of the SL^.] , - 

so to infect it with the rabies of Sunerstit; ' SUj ^co 

J --olilIOM. * S 

one hundred thousand innocent human be' ° s by 
women and oftentimes, children, at such a 
The world will never know the exact numbers 
slain, often two to three thousand in a sin«-Ie ^ *** 
nity, under most appalling torture. Why did 
“jealous'’ god, so anxious always to keep 
gods out of his domain, hurl one of his thunder! f? 
or even a huge stone, as he had done before, when^^ 
sisting his people in battle, straight at the head of t T 1 
witch of Endor, at that famous seance, and get km, w 
the credit of having killed at least one witch? And 
to think that our fathers brought over to this fair land 1 
of Freedom and the rights of man this hellish Super- 
stition, and that nineteen innocent beings, men and 
women, met their death as its victims before our fathers’ 
eyes were opened and they realized that their minds 
were under the spell of inherited delusions which for 
thc ,10,Uc bad transformed them into monsters of cru- 
<-lf\ . But before the end came to tins sudden and 
tempestuous storm of Superstition, freedom’s air was 
polluted by the terrible spectacle of one execution by 
pane forte et dure , the life of a brother man crushed 
iou h ou ^ bis body by superposed weights! t^ 1, 
think of the unspeakable horror of it! Giles Cory « s 
his name, and a shaft of the blackest marble should 

Ml t 1 1 * *i ' 


, — v* » anal L oi tne oiacKesc 
jii> giave to be an eternal reminder to t he 
° f ° ur Re Public of the abysmal depths to which 
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i oiih Superstition ^ ' * r, r »0.\ 

our beloved land of 19 

by the disappearan^ .7 ?* r M of^l "* r,ot ,JntH 

rinsing, mumbling **» k " crime 

shadowy thrones, *houl ( iT IPl * r o( .W«. '‘tT"*’ 

by a snow-white one. fer '- ' 

* 

Hechristening J ahveh * * * 

fforld any, save as a diluted r. 7 ", not heJ P ed the 

full strength. True the W ■ 7 ** ^ harmt * uI 
dropt, Jahveh no longer enjovs tfL haTe ^ 

mg meat la,d upon hu altars, Mr ^ .j,. hovah k 
up the war upon the gods of Egypt. 

However, as I have shown, the theoeorp was largely 
increased by the addition of three new members and 
.by great swarms oi lemaie angel? — a thing always 
abhorrent to Jahveh. These changes naturally called 
for an enlarged sacerdocy. for it must always be borne 
m mind that the two always balance each other — god- 
hdden, priest-ridden — and the poor, ignorant wretch 
has more prayers to mumble and more tax to pu\ to 
k( *P his soul in a salvable condition. It was, m other 
K ords, the same old Superstitions, onh 
garments, with altars gaudy enough to satisfy tlu- i«o>t 

tHgeani »ith a grlitter of candle and ^ j ( 


***>» Past anything the world hath ever » ‘ 
Matter of Lpll reared to please the shadow, g* 


tlv 

i^eir shadowy thro:, s 

But 


s continues to rot on 


^ m spite of it all, Lm*™* £ “ h nt their old 

trh S m arble doorsteps, and t,u ’ J ll ’”h oe4 arescraped 

rhe window opens am * 


s UpE lls 

ions Superstition i 8 ‘ '’ U >N 

BU r beloved ]a„ (l ,;;7 a ^ nr , ink 

by tllL ' d;s,l tH>^m, u;e ^ f ",! H,r « cd of ftiHl-ff ,mtil 

cringing, mumbling Wo , he but kn^Iiac >"■ *?"* 
shadowy thrones, 8ho | d tIv P °* »h«W y gofI< * 
by n snow-white one. lack co 'umn be replaced 
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Rechristening Jahveh j , " 

world any, save as a diluted w ' ■ " 0t llclpo<1 the 

full strength. True * 085 than 

dropt, Jahveh no longer enjoys the sweet odors of roast- 
ing meat laid upon his altars, nor does Jehovah keep 
up the war upon the gods of Egypt. 

Howevei , as I have shown, the theocorp was largely 
increased by the addition of three new members and 
by great swarms of female angels — a thin g always 
abhorrent to Jahveh. These changes naturally called 
for an enlarged sacerdocy, tor it must always be borne 
in mind that the two always balance each other god 
ridden, priest-ridden — and the pool, ignoiant wuhh 
has more prayers to mumble and mou lax to p 
kee P his soul in a salvable condition. It 111 
w nrds, the same 

barments, with altars gaudy enou n ^ gained 

e *keant with a glitter of candles am ^ in 

^ ass * Past anything the world Ed 1 s ] ia dowy g°ds 
Matter of temples reared to P lease 
" ^heir shadowy thrones. ntinues to rot on 

>»i » .pa. of it .n, i*»” 

marble doorsteps, and b ^eS a* e st ' llll)a 


s * The window opens an 
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off the plate* for them. Let nil the ineml*-*, rrf 
ncw thcocorp watch out, for the modern Vrt Ktt ^y 
is unchained, and he “ walketh upon the wing, of ^ i 
wind/' Some day lie may get so high as to di***,* 
as did the Great Fornpey when he drew the veil *,-J’ 
that there is nothing, absolutely nothing, there, p 
would have been expecting too much to look f or ^ 
abandonment of the old Superstitions by the founder 
of the new religion. What’* in the blood must out 
Not a drop of bis but tingled with Superstition. 
Prophets are virtually compacted of Superstition. 
They must bless with uplifted hand, they must cur* 
by book, bell and candle. Jesus of Nazareth had two 
defects that must ever make a prophet dangerous, he 
was sentimental and superstitious; the first saved his 
life long enough to make a career: the latter rendered 
him powerless to lift man up a ten thousandth part 
of an inch socially and ethically. Save my soul? Save 
mv body first. John was brutally honest, and was cut 
short, as honest men always will be while Superstition 
reigns. 

Look at the almost childish trick of the tribute 
money; Go thou to the sea, and cast an hook, and take 
i ip the fish that first cometh up and when thou had 
opened his mouth thou shalt find a piece of nlone - v ' 
that take and give unto them for me and thee. 

I T pon reading these words, Humanity’s lips ar ^ P r __ 
to twist into the rictus of a smile; but the » nl>1 k 
aml the groan escapes. j* u ]j 

But there is even worse than this. Jesu> ^ ^ 
and absolute credence to that Munchau ^ 11 
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made it the very test „f | lils f . 

^ ^Wterous generation seeketh after a 

<*** * aU 1,0 SIgn be glVen t0 !t - but the Sign of 
pT'/J'bet J<*m for as Jonas was three ha v-' and 

» the Whal</ ; b< % 80 shall the son of mai, 
^ davs and three nights in the heart of the earth. 

'• ''' '* * * * * * 

r fathers <3 reamed a dream. It. was to shut Super- 
clJ t of the Republic, or at least so to dilute its 

if JGI ^ * 

/;r ,_ ;ja t In good time it might lose its hellish power - 
, v . R it it was too soon even to begin dreaming. 
fop m ueh has happened since those days, and there 
a streak of light in the Orient of Truth 

aod Enlightenment. 

'j :j j, Republic was never intended to have even the 
titan ce of any religious bias. It was to be a puroly 
aJ government in the full sense of the term. Many 
of our fathers were deists, some agnostics and some on 

anil out materialists. A f Independence, makes 

Jefferson, in the Declaration of Ind P ^ 

appeal to “ Nature and N ^ g ’ agains t 
Meaning these words to be a ,. OV oah’d 

miring up the rights of Man vn ..T t .^low the word 

religion so called. The Framers did ot . , 

it crept in on the margin in tie nimea t put ^ 

Early in the last century our U ^ mudl Molmrn- 
°& record as being, strictly s P Ctl ^ over the writings ° 

dan as Christian. T» look " J tion by M® ot “ 

Washington, I found but one n, . mag ; ne) was 
%me of Jesus. His thcoco.p, 
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si i i’kustitjon 


himseJf :m abslraclion of /' rigid purit y 


It 


he was mete caught prafhig. if , 0 his ' " 

.A I.. 1 I 1 'VVflf.,. 


s * i(1 that 

~ "> I JT > W f | f * r 

must have been very low. Sl| I>ply 

Instinctively an enlightened mind hates S,, K . 

He feels as a temperance man does 

roysterers. ® f riin ^ea 

There was an early movement in New Ft i 
kill the Superstition of “ virgin birth » b ^ 
propagation of unitarianism and transcendental^ ^ 
During my school days in Connecticut I have' 
recollection of ever having seen any church steeples 1>0 
crosses ; nor do I remember that there was any n t 
taken of Christmas or Easter. We boys had a count 
ing-out rhyme, one line of which ran thus : 

Harum-scarum, virgin-marum. 


There being little or no sacerdotal influence or sur- 
veillance, hundreds of Romanists coming to this coun- 
tr especially Irishmen, dropt their religion with their 
O’s into the ocean on the way over. 

Supeistition sits lightly upon the shoulders of the 
enlightened man, and a single word will bring him to 
bis senses. But now all is changed. Superstition, 
feeling itself in danger, has fallen back and thrown 
up the trenches of “ privilege,” C£ constitutional rights, 
“freedom of worship.” Threats of anathema arc 
burled at the indifferent, and live curses flash about the 
bead of the backslider. With that defiant air, so char- 
acteristic of Superstition, the sacerdotc now wears the 
■scarlet badge of royalty or the purple of the noble* j () ^ 
1 ci red by a triple-crowned monarch, allegiance to " 101 
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Jr superstition* 

they do not abjure Upon taking h 

» •:« : *- 

, sr r r ? *? ■ 

shouting. triL.it is Diana! The p,, * t 
till' moinmg air of infidelity a* *w * 

. t i* . t . , ' ■ ■ nn it. are 

greatly disturbed* although I f„;i +, 

® ... S u * I ail to see h<v -.r 

can be unfaithful ” to a n™l „,t lr - 

J a g°u ery c 

he denies. T^hey insist upon your having some kind 
of a god, although he he as faint as an idea of lea. 
It isn t so much your soul that they want to save as 
it is the confession that you have one to save. : to" 
should want to save it. They are like the drinking 
men who make a wry face when they see a man 
sober in their midst. 

To sum up then, in spite of our common scfcoo.s. 
academies and colleges, in spite of our thousands of 
liberal publications, in spite of our libraries of scientific 
books, in spite of our lectures on the evolution of the 
universe, in spite of the spread of free thought and the 
manifest weakening of many of the old theories, vet 
Superstition still exhales a certain “ odor of sanctity, 
and thousands of sensible men and women sit Sunday 
after Sunday and listen with grave faces to the reading 
Of fabulous doings and monstrous ,u - '■— ^ 

the imaginative fertility of the ' wMch they 

children, fresh from then* sc w thfl , gyroscope, is 

have learned that the cart >< l » . sw iftness of its 

supported in space by the nua Ll1 t ] unlS and-milUonth 
r evolutions and that stop! ol ^ ^ iel . e stands the 
Part of a second it would fa * fantastic story of !ho 
S°Wned priest drawling* ol1 ^ 
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petty Jew warrior; or the child, knowing f'ro,,, 
physiology that putrid flesh is ns dead as the rott '" 
spol in his apple, must sit and listen to the t a ] <n 
hnmrus; or, having learned to his delight f ron ' . 
Natural Philosophy how to create a rainbow- ! U * 

ear to that hit of sacerdotal ingenuity by whieh^M 
Jewish tribal god Jabveb is given the credit of ],„ " 

first for a specific reason set this bow in the cloud ^ 
or, knowing from his astronomy that the beautify' 
summer clouds are but thin water mist tinged by the 
sunlight and floating over his head but a mile or so 
high, must he, to the wicked enslavement of his under- 
standing, be forced to listen to the common Superstition 
of every tribe of savages, that here resides god sur- 
rounded by swarms of winged creatures, ready, upon 
the least justification, to hurl a thunderbolt upon the 
earth, when the poor child knows, too, from his physics, 
that lightning can only be generated at certain seasons 
and under certain conditions, and so on ad infinitum et 
ad nauseam. 


But. alas, this foul and degrading Superstition is 
legalized by the State, and priest and parson are pro- 
tected in its dissemination. 


Must it go on then forever? 

I believe not, nay,’ Fin sure not. There are unmis- 
takable signs of a coming revulsion of awakened and 
outraged reason against these old Superstitions which 
have been for so many centuries kept alive and ex- 
ploited by the agency of priesthoods and sacerdocies 

foi the acquirement of power and pay. 

But we may hasten the coming of this to Humanity* 

o 


SUPBRSTlTto,, 

|„rio"« cVW,t ' U,C ,,, 

M w p.l«te liberty upon ||„. in| " 

True, we have no right to 


--HJ it u 

,,P0H of 


«fj' -bc ttnd S "“ r ’ the “ Court atln]!° ^ '' P ° n a9s ™'t 

»«* 

rem cdyle8fi. We may by ^ ^ ’ We are not 

/feh fc this ^cons ecrated J.u , 7^ 

Let me enumerate some of r debauch ™|. 

ever in mind that there is a terrible and bear 

silent disapproval. 1 ter ^e force m cold, cahn, 

1st. Assume towards Superstition on any and all 
occasions, when not by your seeking you may be 
brought into its presence, the attitude of silent” and 
dignified contempt. Enter no church or meeting-house 
where these Supeistitions are recited or publicly pro- 
claimed. 

2nd. Attend no public meeting at least until after 
the invocation of any Jewish, Christian or other god 
is completed, and take no part in any public ceremony 
where these shadowy beings on their shadowy thrones 
are called upon to “ bless,” as it is termed, the under- 
taking, which man has conceived and only man can 

carry to completion ^ ^ of free m ,d 

3d. Show yourselves, M proud of your 

minds* upon d . 4 rWktmn 


enlightened minds,, upon ^ 0 j cW ish and Christian 
contempt for the Super sti ioi 8C orn at the cry 

mythologies, and smile w. h 

of the latter-day s.lversnu ^ ^ feejmgs 

4th. Never outrage a ^ ^ | u pers» ^ 

hy attacking Jp „f *emF wnH 

often a matter of i» j 


love of the monstrous and miraculous ; 
yourself be attackt, strike hack with all 



.hvell upon the long ages of mental w-rJ> ‘ 
human mind has suffered under the j ?w o/ ''/**** 
dote; pour out your abhorrence of the*, fp- 
of man’s spiritual degradation and -te,. - 



mongers not. 


5th. Refuse to touch with hand or by 
of so-called holy writ, or to lift your hand to t? " ’ *" 
or to call upon the name of any god. The 


Republic will protect you in so doing. 

6th. Ask and strive for the abolition of all oath; ^ 
appeals to gods to keep your testimony free from C- 
jury and to punish you in the world' to confe if V*" 
swear falsely. * 00 

7th. Organize societies for the “ Suppression of Su- 
perstition, ’ even though only two or three members 
agree to give some thought and labor in the good 
cause, particularly in organizing kindred societies'' off. 
hand and orally, wherever a member may find himself 
or herself in company congenial to the work. 

8th. Whenever an opportunity offers, advocate 
amendments to the fundamental law prohibiting presi- 
dents and governors from official recognition of any 
eu nt or events in Jewish or Christian mythology, or 
the suspension of the sittings of any Congress, Legis- 
lature, ( ourt or public body in deference to, or hoiun 
»f, any such event, and forbidding the enactment of 
any statute for the punishment of so-called blaspl'*- 111 . 1 
and the use of any public street or highway hy * n . v 
religious procession or parade in honor of an} ^ 


I superstition 

**** or f r 7 n 0t ' «T theocon, . 87 

fl ,urch property from taxation. ‘P, or ^ 

| gth . Speak write and „ gltnl(! ; 

<inst the outrageously unconstit ut ^° P ri ™te 

government in appointing SD . CA „ . U actl0 » of ou r 

receiving or holding any official Z . *' mplili,ls ’ or in 
dividual, delegation, class, body , '‘I’ 00 "' 8 ® with any 
wise representing any so-called r^gioTf ‘‘d 
hilriting any executive officer, Natila, orSwl F* 

b, :"f p :T at ’ 7 in n "- v z 

„,s tenee of. any function having f„ r its ..hject the 
worship ot any go<l. gods or supernatural lieimr execut- 
ing the particular system of theology to which he may 

individually belong. 

***•*» 

The ancient and ever-rendv objection to the aboli- 
tion of a system of gods, no matter how crassly super- 
stitious or highly productive of hypocrisy it may be, is 
the query : Well, what do you propose to put into its 
place? Man is. so they affirm, naturally religious, or, 
if you will, superstitious; take away his god or gods 
and he will run riot in crime and wrong-doing. 

This is a terrible charge to make against Humanity 
and as false as the existence of hell itself. All gods 
are alike, be they Egyptian, Hindoo, Babylonian, . o»- 
ish, Grecian, Christian. Mohammedan or Mo™on^- 
masks for Alan to play his fantastic Good 

duplicity, extortion, and °PP r J- Sf * nul n respect 

•Hen, just and true, need no n < K ftWll y with the 

himself and at one fell swoop y°“ with the 

necessity of gods, heaven and hell. „ 
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beat P res * nt at > or "' any 

existence of, any function having fo 
worship of any god, gods or supemat • . 

ing the particular system of theology to . 
individually belong. 

The ancient and ever- ready objection * : 

tion of a system of gods, no matter how cr • y 
stitious. or highly productive of hypocrisy * nay ■ - - 
the query: Well, what do you propose to rut 
place? Sinn is, so they affirm, naturally re. - 
if you will, superstitious; take may - - - 

and he will run riot in crime and wrong ^ y 
This is a terrible charge to mnVc 
and as false as the existence 0^ R .i,,,. 

m alike, be they EgyP tullK Monmtfu iw«e 
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thouHtutd H*t\ one I uuutl cam je follower* 
unffeh, two wingf#! or nix y>inu*uL rW; i„ \ U ^ K t *r< 
il«», gbotftfe, 

Thc ‘ fact » farther, that „ f ,, 

fairest (in both 

hat have Wed their kind and given their live, t“ 

W ">’> and benefit the race have " “*»- 

bever, g,v« the lie to t.hi, vilfahJ^H 

ij,lt 1 a ««pt the challenge ami i n rnv " r ‘ 

-* • »«* <ult, of count: in^XlT^ ' 

nwu brief, as mu«t bo *uch a mere offhand .Wch^ 

“ Kr<Mt eebeme, and I approach the task, be assured 
modestly and reverently, not with shoe, off i„ kn«,|i„„ 
posture and ash-covered head, hut upright and confide* 
us a man who walks forth after a storm, to lift up the 
prostrated trees in his neighbors orchard, to plant new 
ones and to clear away the ruins and rubbish that the 
wjnds and rain have swept in upon his land; and abovi 
all, to tear up by the roots, all bushes and vines thal 
have been there so long as to lead him to imagine thej 
were really a necessary part of the whole. 

^ ^ ^ $ f ± 


Be thou tolerant for thine opponent’s sake, 
Be thou temperate for thy body’s sake, 

Be thou obedient for thy parents’ sake. 

Be thou studious for thv mind’s sake. 

m * 

Be thou provident for thy home's sake, 
Be thou brave for thv Country’s sake, 

m * 

Be thou merciful for thv beast's sake, 

v 

Be thou patient for thine enemy's sake. 

Be thou wise for thv children’s sake, 

M ¥ 

Be thou loving for thy wife’s sake, 

Be thou all these for thine own sake. 
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SECTION SECOND 

t uE cULT ok t,ii ‘-' immortal HUMAN 

T aKE man 0ut of tlle f orld a »d in a short time there 

a l<l be nothing left but beast and stubble; ami all 
” |]C gods that have for so many ages inhabited the in- 
^ mansions of the ever shifting and unstable 

c j oU ds would ride out of existence on his last breath. 

the simile is inapt : there would be no such death 
^. u0 .gdc ; they would pass out of existence like the 
:)il p -bubble of rainbow hue burst by the breeze of the 
mischievous boy’s blowing. What would be left of 
them would not be more substantial than the fabric of 
the forgotten dream the morning after. 

But not so with the world itself, for take man out 
„f it and its most luscious and fairest-checked fruits 
ivould revert to their poisonous and acrid originals ; the 

the green . f j beau tiful in eye and hmb, 

beauty; the faithlul oo 0 , , ;„a„1: 


r , 7 th rocky kennel of wolf and jackal; 
would go back to the . _ he;fer> tbe , ns - 

the lithe-limbed horse the r f&de ;lWay 

riS— «* £%■* «- 

to the rude types h orn ;nflnites ; m al size, the sue 
noble grains would sum us kl)0 bs, the lu>uolls 

culent vegetables dwindle 
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B CULT OF THE IMMORTAL HUMAN 

« ,an ° Ut ° f thc world and >n a short time there 
ui( j he nothing left but beast and stubble; and all 
gods that have for so many ages inhabited the in- 
l J,stftntial mansions of the ever shifting and unstable 
lands would ride out of existence on his last breath. 

, the simile is inapt: there would be no such death 
■truggk’ they would pass out of existence like the 
-bubble of rainbow hue burst by the breeze of the 
schievous boy’s blowing. What would be left of 
them would not be more substantial than the fabric of 
the forgotten dream the morning after. 

But not so with the world itself, for take man out 
,,f it and its most luscious and fairest-chocked fruits 
1 1 revert to their poisonous and acrid originals ; the 
"“Id IC ' e ‘ , rosc W ould shrink to a button; 

, V cl y hundred* ,e J ^ ^ ^ ;ts , 

the green and v ' J beaut iful in eye and limb, 

beauty; the f* - kenne l of wolf and jackal; 

would go back to tli . ft , heifer, the .ris- 

the lithc-limbcd horse, ' , shcep would fade away 

«w «* «r*tSf « «m T ": 

to the rude types ,0 ® infinitesimal size, tl,L * lu 

noble grains would s UI11 fibrolls knobs, Hw 
eulent vegetables dwindle 
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*| ad found tt M and ■' P ' 1 

..r „„ , Tj| ". " U>v* u ,uu ; *w 

** ft ii , ; ■ v r ' 

ffeld, iiim-K m I , r,f 

, „ ’ ,m,K amI pbwfiunce tu, J) 

g,M o/ * on « in ill,. Htnjfr/rJ,, r \J y Wln,l(l W H J *’ 


it iH II... Human U„ t !° ^ il of ifa * 

ingiier and liiffhoy rnfj . ri*j n 

. g ,K >* trod*, go down to their f.*r ? 

5 the,r tcni Pl« fall to ruin, their 

T "'"'''"' 1 ui . i,u of ' iJa 2 r \**23 

neglected heaps, but Man the I mmorta| H C ay lle « 
no death. Turned from one oath hr t T“ kriow ' 
pyramids are but milestone, in his 

,,0 '7 r a 7 di g" ;t .v the human mind bursts fro^K 
chrysalis of one age to spread its wings i n a T*w 

1 7 hC *'’7 i8 . immortaI > for *«• He that is the supr® 
. manifestation of Nature’s eternal development ol 
lower forms into higher. For ages upon ages, he him 
self has been Time, the gods the mere sun-dials; h, 
himself the glorious dawn, all the “ gospels ” hut tin 
mere crow of the chanticleer ; but the lying dial car 
no longer keep up the deception that it measures of 
its own material, nor the silly cock persuade the work 
1 hut. the dawn conies at its call. 

* -* * % * * 


This “ sure and firm-set earth v is but trembling 
quagmire and unstable sand compared to human 
sciousness. The earth may be there or not, 

*/ * rthsO’' 

the proof of our senses; but our consciousness i> 
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„ loll « forces of Nature tl,at 
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Jutcly re<d. real, pt 

I is ol, ov;„n f 

then compared In it it. , , ; ■ - "«»" 

- ■ 

H sCClflS to IK' bill U “ nnulilnnl , . ” 

ll , , , , ptHtllcn ^ eon .gi‘Ggati.on of vapors.” 

Worlds may drop from their orbit and be vaporized by 

the nearest sun; but my consciousness shall never for- 
get the finding ol ft pin on a certain day. 

It, is needless here for me to dwell upon the fact that 
in all ages the great thinkers, philosophers and inves- 
tigators apprehended - -and that of course without the 
slightest help or prompting from anything like scien- 
tific investigation as known to and understood by us — 
that there was something immortal inherent in the na- 
hire of man. Their conclusions were but guesses, but 
l man at times is absolutely caught up by the Immortal 
Human and lifted for an instant to a higher potent, - 

ality of thought- dependent upon these 

But we are no 1 »* J> } have now the 

I “ guesses, g lor loX * s \ ' feng( pa tient and actual 

absolute truth as obtain^ ‘ ] ier very fh' st crutle 

study of Nature I 1C1!,L ’ there has been a stead) 

experiments in modes of 1,10 s unt il the Immortal 

progression towards MgM'i ' f Nature’s uprear- 
C crowns the snbhme «*■* ^ ev0 W has 

ing, and so wonderfully^ ft j, np longer .^ ra al 
Wme the human min but rises va 

* ordinary laws of Nature, b ^ ^ „s e^ 

Pretence 'to a self^^ 0 f matter, 

^ freed from all the ro«<>‘ endowed 

]tl & self-preserving? self' con 


'* CUIT OF THB ^mortal HUMAN 
rospfct find prospect, memory, will eons • 
f la far of Nature’s growing and T*™**' T *« 
bvc f pity, sympathy, kindness, and that " <« 

we call justice. at CVen l >ulan<- e 

True, this “ eternally persistent” & but „ 4 , J 
"' 0,Ved for “ »f Nature, and it is wrapt ft “ ^S%- 

hB ~ " f ,;ghtly Wvable and disfnteZttin 6 1 
! , ■' 'll". « lat iHof space of time is but uf- W T 

sfe 4 rrs T ns '** ii *4*1 

-^ttuasti^Zf 

,, „ , !', Uman love Iie s but in remembrance and if tt • 
Soul can carry that with it when its ^rtHv "" 
lope bursts and sets it free, then all n W IV * Ve_ 

As an cl °1 uent El f hsh writer has put it • , 

os wc can be certain that cur actions and t V ^ nS 
tins life Will help to determine our conditio,^ 8 f “ 
relations to those we love, in the next w ° ^ «.° Ur 
to smile at death. ’ Can affor <l 

The scientific fact of the etem*? r> * t 

nL ctcina l persistence of cm 

the simple con ? t that lies at the basHf 

Pure 2 I T I™ <® 

mind % t l ■ !, n °-’ Can n0t Sh ° ck the most •«»&** 
1 that bristles m anger and disgust at the mere 

wntion of schemes of « salvation ” through the agency 

r, s, angds, etc., and, while it is natural, it is highly 

la ^ ; ^ 1 e ,sou l is not turned loose in some ini- 

j. cornei space where the millions of mil- 

of (ltpdited souls have congregated; but like the 

tui rents caught up by those antennee only to 
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I f j, they arc fittu,K ‘ d in perfect harmony, the Im- 
Human will be attracted to those he loved on 
by whom lie is expected and whom he longs to 
I'! with, and this thought will buoy him up through 
j*l* c and influence him powerfully so to live as not to 

Jir( spot or Stain the immortal part of him. 

* * % & * * 

The sentimental injunction to “ love thy neighbor as 
thyself ” has piled up more hypocrisy in this world than 
can well be measured. Love is not the creature of an 
outside will, nor is it, like beauty, “ its own excuse for 
being.” It may seem capricious or illogical, but its 
foundations are firm-set if we but knew it. 

Besides, it is a non-circulating medium, and poor 
coin wherewith to pay a debt to a neighbor. It may 
flatter the giver’s vanity and he may think that he has 
parted with something; but it was only a sop to selfish- 
ness. The New Cult’s bed-rock principle is 

HELP ONE ANOTHER 


Sympathy for, and interest in, are the very parents 
of affection for a fellow being. It is waste of time and 
money to preach a gospel to those who are already 
persuaded. This is the “ very ecstasy ” of selfishness, 
the apotheosis of self. Jesus laid down the principle 
that it is “ lawful for any one to do wluit he will with 
bis own.” This most vicious principle has put the world 

"ESSSX « N., . >-» 

„ w 

,.ir: .. , 



*•*»««• w> hnn%ry, Tfy t \,tuo T ^ t [ < vmr y f , r 


The sacerdote exaggerates human sorrow as ’the 
quack docs the inflammation, that he may seem to effect 


i he man who doesn’t respect himself regards his soul 


as a burden to carry without receiving any wage for 
liis labor. Feeding the soul on Superstition is like hir- 
ing a child to be good by gifts of sweets. The only 
excuse for thinking of oneself is to think how you may 
make yourself more useful to your fellow creatures. 
Helping one another begets interest, interest sympathy, 
sympathy love. 

* * * * * * 

1 be New Cult I call ii Cult of the Immortal Human, 
ancI ^ ls k as ed upon the now scientifically proven 
Ibat man is the crowning work of Nature, gaining e ' er ' 
year in power of intelligence and insight into his own 
nature and its demands, that the old fable of his having 


mice been a god and now some sort of a “ fallen « n £ cl 
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worked incalculable harm t() f| ' ’ Man «3 

™ ot a "<* branch, and til?' 7' 8houM b* 
##*> with the gods and theocorp, ! ***** «- 

Lve been supposed to exist i n „., st " «"• that 

hep* “ live iD “ rtain ™<>di8ed fonns IflC' **. now 
fl - c re and are the creations of his m ' • rdotcs > 

. present system of gods is the ^E^Uhc 

world has ex ei seen ut that man’s reason and intelligence 

hare m their unfolding outrun the power of the sneer- 

dote to keep up the deception, and the consequence is 

that in tens of thousands of cases man, for policy’s sake 

qi' fioin & moi bid disposition to suffer ancient wrongs 

inherited from his forehoars rather than struggle for 

their abolition, continues to bow down before gods he 

dpes not believe in and to listen to the recital of fables 

from ancient mythologies which in his heart he despises. 

The New Cult lias no gods, no heavens, no hells, no 
purgatories, 110 angels double-winged or sextuple- 
winged, no churches, no altars, no priests in embroid- 
ered copes, no ministers in gowns, no parsons in black 
coats, no biblc, no prayer-book, no dogmas. It app»» 
to man’s reason and not to hi. Superstit.on to seU 

. , „„ t t „ respect for shadowy gods on »luu o 

respect and not to ic ^ ^ ^ pricrt> and the 

thrones. It says to ^ 

Immortal Human nnthin , j ut w ijl'tnke the name of 

The followers of the New u ^ 8|U , be or- 

“ Humanists,” “ Cultists 0 c()mpft „ iovls under the 

gashed into corporate hoc »» Circle of - “• 

title of “ Cult of the ^““^^iaiis, one-half women, 
with a prescribed number oi 
one-half men. 


f t j J I I 

, - Z, Z! 1 1 mmrAt « 

1 1 iMj » win i„ ■ •• ■ 




""man/tv j/or.Hi. 
n,, ‘ ,,fI .v Nl.nf«>H II),, ,, 

mwLT * 

Weekly Herviccs of ,uL! J \ Pnmanly mcrvcd for the 

bnl 

kctual 

I .0 bwer part of the House will be divided into 
''"I’ ™ 'irlor. Circle Store-room, Baths, Offices, etc. 

1 'copies' Parlor will sene as Reading Room,' Club 
It non], and Supper Room. 

( 'ire le Store-Room, a place for storage of all clothing, 
furniture, dried grains, canned foods, etc., that may 
become the property of the Circle by gift or otherwise, 
bn* sale to or free distribution among needy Compan- 
ions by the Store-keeper under direction of guardians. 

Personal cleanliness being one of the obligations of 
1 lie Cult, the baths will be, under proper restrictions* 
for the use of Companions without them in their homes. 

A completely cquipt Humanity House will have un 
h r its direction a garden, coal and wood yard, laundry. 
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i 0 f health under charge 0 f <i 7 

etc. Needy Companions must T"' 1 ' 1 "' kitchen, 

^■’properties of the House bef Wc " ^ «.»on 

^. 6t81ic e. Every department m Ust b( . , *J* 

88 ® uch > will be paid f„ ' " Sporting. 


H p 

Vo 


, ’ : "' 1 to any one. 


The great and underlying principle of* th r, 

!»' la’iu’h the Soul through it» mortal env-L ft" 
*** than folly to attempt to lift „ p a ^ ^ 

morally and spmtuaMy while he is ill fed, ill C J 5 
housed, weakened by intemperance, wasted by disease 
or discouraged and embittered by some real or imagined 
vv rottg suflFciLtl at the hands o i his follow men. 

The first thing to do is to convince him that you are 
interested in his welfare. The purpose of the New 
Cult is to apply the energy and money for so many 
ages wasted in the adoration of the shadowy gods on 
their shadowy thrones to the mental, physical and spir- 
itual betterment of Humanity. 

Each Circle stands by itself and gives its entire serv- 
ice to its own community. This is the only way to 
achieve any real and substantial success in any depart- 

ment of human endeavor. 

The visionary scheme of Christianity to ~ 

whole world has hammered its love _out so ^ . 

make it the jibe and sneer of even y ™ ^ Cult are 

Some of the leading in every walk oi 

1. Absolute equality of tne 
life. i v0 icc with adults. 

Minor, .bov.» to ‘•“J* 1 '"' 

3. Plain life to be encouifto 

4. Physical cleanliness oU.g 8 * 3 


\ HUMan 

advocated. 

«** 

8. Children’, ri ‘ ltUG H1 t le Cll,t - 
for Children?” 0rUS at W “ k, y Special Pertf 

One great obicrf • Tv i ■ 

«* poor together so t h , " g 16 WeWfe a "< 

another. lh< ^ ma ? I™™ to help on , 

tal’shnd of H u 2;r t y Hfy,nS th * h ™°' 

<ie”se.;Z!r : f ° r '" a,iing 1 ™ l,od - Y to engeir 
that th r V ' ,l 1S a » >nnc, f ,le of the New Cull 
ness. P ‘° m ° raI cteu,li,,e “ » bodfly clean]!- 

IK. The w „rd used by one member in addressing an- 
other is Companion,” male or female. The New Cull 
regards us as “ Companions ” on the same journey 
some with fuller knapsacks than the others, but thoL 
witJi the leaner knapsacks having very possibly fullei 

hearts and stronger muscles. Companions are we anv- 
way. 


MAKIvED DAY S IN THE CALENDAR OF THE 

NEW CULT 

May 1. Grand Memorial Fest and Spread (Fruit, 
bread and water) to celebrate the breaking away 
from the bonds of Superstition. Talk-fest after 
meal. 

May 30. Pilgrimage to the Graves. 

June 15. Laurel-day: Crowning of best scholars m 
public schools. 




July *■ Soltmn in honor of ... ■ m 

fjigjits of Man. Liberty and the 

a nfjust 1- Little Mothers' I)*iv i i 

chf Jrl i _( r 1 Who b( lp to rear the faJS* ° f ®* «» 

Sep 4 - 1 * Moth * rs ’ and Fathers’ Day. p<st a 
prepared by the Children. ' Spread 

r^cf Week of Year: I’Yst «f n Wl „ 

m r i» ♦ ■‘iiow-capt Kvergreen 

Bimblom of I’unty :u„l Faithfulness), F«t of 
Gifts and T< } 

Ulst Night of the Year: Thank-fest for Escape from 
bells, (1* \ ds and demons. Songs and choruses, etc. 
Every Sunday: Service of Admonition. 

Every Day: Peoples* Parlor. 

SPECIAL “ MARKED - DAYS ” 

Mid-Year, June 30. Prospect and Retrospect. 

Mid- Summer. Souls’ Day. Fest of the Butterflies (for 

the Children)* 

October 30. Solemn Contemplation of the Higher Life. 
November. Report Day of Humanity House in all its 

departments. 

. * , Vevv Cult is Interest in and Devotion 

0nu M,i :' " ‘ t b the people and not by political 

fo Local Govemmen . Cult will be to 

'r*Z — * » a— U 

"■ ,/> 

necessary to tin* P 

race. ' , .. _ Cu)t will be a Triangle, 

The Grand Seal of the • d tte words: “ 

on the left side of Sch ool-House, at the base- 

the right. . . 


i i.wiM . <m 
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Town-Hall, that is ; Man - Enlightenment -Lo_ 
cal Government. The* common emblem of the 
C'ult will be a butterfly with flat led wings « 

typical of the Soul. 

Such, briefly outlined, is the Cult of the Immortal 
Human. \\ bile pointing to a higlier plane of existence, 
it never for a moment forgets the importance of the 
earthly apprenticeship. Beautiful deeds and beautiful 
thoughts can enhance the beauty of the Immortal Hu- 
man. Interest in the individual’s welfare on earth will 
touch his soul when all else fails: but it must be an 
intelligent, unaffected interest, not a mere sentimental 
sympathy. The New Cult says: I’m your companion 
in this journey through life; the mere fact that I am 
the richer doesn’t change the relationship: the road is 
often steep and hard, let us help one another along. If 
I limp, let me lean on your shoulder: if your food gives 
out, fall back on mine. I’ll help you in the cold, you 
help me in the heat. If I faint, hurry to the brook for 
cool water; if your shoes wear through, take my extra 
pair. If I (he, bury me; it will leave so much more for 
y ou. It never was' mine in reality, but I will call it so 

in order to get you to accept it. 

Forward, Companions! we’re almost at the enc any- 
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iVV.MS Ol l UK CULT OF THE IMMORTAL 

HUMAN 

Now . I Hose poems, if such they may he called, 
, :V given here for the purpose of showing how lightly 
jjttul ocisdy the poetic fancy is turned to the New Cult- 
1 feel only too keenly that they are but a feeble glow 
*> light the way towards an entirely new path. May- 
hjip. other hands will add oil to the lamp and pick up 
- e wick. However, of one thing be assured, they are 

honest of purpose and good of intent. 

Ingkrsoll. Lockwood. 

FATHER’S PARTING ADVICE TO HI> >0^5 
In heart’s best soil, this parting counsel sow. 

And gauge my love in that I let thee go: 

Who hath not bent the bow, knows not .ts force. 

Go forth, my son, an ^ test ^ hme woA 

Tins life’s a for' those who shirk. 

Lest some do double ^ hath no t filled 

Xo one should emp > . 1 ^ ^ buM . 

Nor use a shelter tl < begun. 

End well the day that thou . ■ ■ wdl done. 

Then only, mayst thou com ' • ^ thj . deeds. 

Weigh well thy words and 1 « ^ (ra itfnl seeds. 

For words have wings m ^ ulie0 uth. 

Deceive no man, eon hi a ) 0 f truth. 

For jest may easy weal 1 to thee; th int ' 1. 

Be good to those who’re good 


I* OEMS OF 

fa oft frn 


111 I M M O RTAL MUM A N 


lr ricller tli^n the gift that’s sent. 
mhh{ actions with self interest imbued 
I )* st i vo but simulated gratitude* 
lh: gentle, just and firm. Avoid all strife, 

Except to save thine honor or Lliy life. 

I ill danger bids thee strike, withhold thy blow, 

I hem knot thy sinews and spare not thy foe. 
l>e manly, open, brave, but lightly make 
No quarrel thine for exhibition's sake; 

Nor generosity display for looks, 

Like scanty scholarship walled in by books. 

Be tolerant and secretive in things 
Wherein disclosure needless stiff’ ring brings. 
Despise no man whose eyes with evil gleam 
For men are often better than they seem. 

Turn oft thine eyes and reverently scan 
Where Freedom graved the sacred Rights of Man, 
And wear those lines around thy heart entwined 
So despot's rule stay hateful to thy mind. 

Though prizing woman’s love, shun sudden flame 
That oft begins in bliss and ends in shame. 

Sleep on thy fancied wrongs, for sleep's a toll 
To ope the door of health and make thee whole. 
Weep if thou wilt to moisten new resolve 
But know 'tis sunshine makes the earth revolve. 
Eat as thou earn’st with appetite unwooed 
By spiced drink or highly-seasoned food. 

Wine, though it surely be the old man's crutch, 

Is tlF young one’s stilts ; 'twere better not to touch. 
T ore thou the night, best fitted ’tis tor thought, 
And waste it not in pleasure dearly bought. 

Gaze on that faithful star that marks the north 
When unto serious things thou guest forth. 

Loathe Superstition, boy, in all its shapes, 

For every heaven has a l.cll that gapes 
And every god sets scores of demons up 
To tempt us with some passion-sweetened < > L 
Or turn our thoughts from righteousness aw a, 
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, ■ , KTAL human - 

$0 that his priests may turn the ’ 

In deep abhorrence hold the hand ^ for 
To lay « ^ve upon the human mind ^ 

Our Country s soil’s too pure, "* , 

For sandaled monk or tonsured nri T haSt read - 
pay thou no heed to vision, si J ""i t0 tread ‘ 

— Foul scum of Superstition’s deadlv'T" 

Offend no person’s thoughts, but hold 
W i,„o human knees are flexed 'neath gilded roof 
Selfs apotheosis ! whose elnm'rous praver 
Vibrates and dies upon the liquid air. 

So fare thee well ! and in thy pleasures' quest 
Mar not the Immortal Human in thy breast 
Thus shalt thou bring me, in the Higher Life 
The soul I gave, unstained by mortal strife. 

Now. to thy Mother who doth wait above 
To set sweet seal upon this page of love! 


SELF- ADMONITION; On, 

The Humanist's Reply to the Threats of Death 

What’s death to me, Child of til Immortal Light. 
To whose bright, glorious day there comes no night 
The gathered strength of ages quickening me 
Imparts the secret of eternity. 

I need no help to trend the higher ' 'y ’ 

I count the stars and sha dowy race - 

The gods go down — that cum 

I set up others in their \acan 1 .t h'rii'if cloud 
Not more than sunlight dreads thegathnng 

Do I death's name, bet S P° J j ot b die 

The tender flower that at his to & sigb . 

First sheds its fragrant sou _ i ig htning s P r, d 
Though flashing sickle sla> see d. # 

It cannot star the dropphV . chief- 

Of Superstition’s brood- t e s troke reli^- 

His threats are empD “ nt 
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Hi Immortal Human, Henson’s source and stream 
° 1 * urn to vapor Superstition's dream. 

* * * * * * 

1 lien let not sacred oil nor sacrament 
Unto mv peaceful couch in haste he sent, 

*^or muttering priest, nor whining parson's prayer 
l o call winged creatures from the empty air, 

Nor Superstition summoning her god 
To mar my joyful shedding of the clod. 

Not e’en an obelus for Charon’s toll ! 

My other and immortal self, my soul, 

Smile thou at death, him of the joyless mien, 
And go thy way, set free, sustained, serene. 

My loved ones watched wherever I did roam, 
Mine be the wanderer's jov at coming home. 


THERE IS A KINGDOM WHOSE NAME IS LOVE 


I 

There is a Kingdom and its name is Love 
In a land that’s ever near, 

And a soul dwells there of a maiden fair 
Whom I hold most passing dear. 

II 

That Kingdom is filled with a wonderful light. 

Yet not from its palace or throne, 

But only from glow of that beautiful soul 
That dwells in that Kingdom alone. 


HI 

For she is that Kingdom whose name is Love. 

That Kingdom herself alone, 

•And some fair day with love for a crown 
Til come to that empty throne. 


yO & M * fJi 1 iiy ' MORTAL human 
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farewell TO his gods 

y&dtf, f&l*', y* 'AwA*>’*y beings Whom I 
/V* "* * n * tl 'at 1 rnight eonsecraf 


crowned 


V' jC'/ng* •** ***** * »dght consecrate 

My right *****•*>' power. Go down in nig„„. 
yof to scent the truth, 

j £fita*t<£ ciJJdr' s i of the human brain, 

Vo'jr r‘ig ; ' SH ended, Ixj! I stand uncloaked 
* , n d strip* of j>o wer, your altar overturned, 

;t> last meat offering smoking in the dust. 

ri d like the Homan chief, Humanity 
Jfath drawn your sacred curtains but to find 
Vo sign or traef of you. Poor wretch am I, 

Who have base ignorance to rny profit coined. 

Ho! here f laugh ye all to scorn! Where are 
Your miracles, your wonders, signs, descents 
<j» 0 earth, y*> -rds: Thus saith the Lor , 

Tie- thunderous rattle of your chariot wheels 
And anfrrv flashing of your eye*, wl,ilc th’ 

Doth a* voor footXool rock beneath your ire. 

,, u || ntant with the winded horde 

J L to ,.oor-l vour thi The people loved 

Thr-ro »o. and when upon the despot s head 
I touted the ointment out, twas bii 

T , k „ a few poor pence to set a white 

Dove free, thus saucti y ^-dedfot 

He laid ^’""J'^a'^hind the throne, 

So easy »<>, ' balanced in my hand. 

Vour curses Ug glorious to last! 

Ah ! 'twas too ^ ' ]>e , 'What’s left 

And yet, content 1 n0 f orC e 

But curses of the P i et me curse 

Of tlmnder-bolt behin • ‘ prome theus 

Them* a»d afl> e e ” an d John of Mams 
Of old With fateful r. Other’s dire revolt 
With dCTa VpHj*. ^ tefol creed of mine s 

Down to Columbia s 
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Y^h l!^ hi * <T “ eni: RVn S"* •*•«» I*nr fa, fate. 

-j- ' "’O monarch* "n yoflr ghadoVT throan 

rS *- r- -ri 

a n ,i , * kn Y* — to heaven’* entrant <W 

‘ ° legation's Now, behold 

™**? *** Mce U, ,*rifce with strength 
« grow again ; bnt shorn forevermore ! 

, n , rs ?" a ^ Jj f°°Iish dream, dense ignorance 
' nr Superstition walk the f-arth again. 

,#n ? then, dear gods, I'll call ve hack to ijfe 
_ nc ^ ^ m y deepest canning fashion forth 
f W creeds, new rites, new forms, new sacraments. 


C A LIPS YCOPSIS ; Or, 

lx Presence of a Beactifcl Sore 

Entranced, enthralled, I sit and gaze, beloved, npon 
That soft and mellow light that doth from oat thine eves 
Took forth, like morn’s first timid ray or twilight s last. 
Mysterious glow ! Speak not lest thou do fright it "war. 
’Tis music sleeping! O, touch not the string. The tent 
Might be less beautiful. Stir not for fear it go. 

Yet looks it out at me. 'Tis deeper, softer e'en 
And takes new' beauty as 1 gaze. There is no word 
To tell how tender and how sweet it is ! Sh ! there. 

It fluttered then and ’most went out. Now glows again 
So faintly, o, SO faintly, yet it stays and take- 
New color on, deep purple-like; and now methinks 
1 note in th’ air a fragrance, nameless as ’tis faint — 

Like breath of maid who feeds upon the flowers she pluck-. 
Xay. close them not, beloved, still let me feel that light 
That comes again, so full, so soft, so strong as if 
It came from love’s wide-opened eyes that peered within 
A darkened room in search of missing mate. It is 
The ray that knows nor mete nor bound. Thou weep s . 

And Um'uS that njist, it faintly glows Uikc earning %ht 
Caught in the tear-drops of the night. 1 is gone . 
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r s in thy smih 


, . Moutai ' human 

Vf , r s in thy smile, S\vrrt- n v\ , 

}5* itknds :1 to % P ®*" e ,m ' 

th.m *-nn » t,k, » wrWl . ^ 


Vlrt 


ft tl^o as 


... so,,,, St like marble sculpt, whirry ray , 
n, "- v P^e, illuming thi« 1 

««* ** thy VMCoi 0 HW* “y ,m ®u once more, once 

more, 

^ music new and strange lends sweetness to thy tones, 

(luce wore — * mv name, nay, let me watch thy Ups, beloved! 

\h, now T tis gone! Ill* Immortal Human stirred within 
fhee and the folded petals vexed the bud. Ah, say 
\ot so! Thou art still beautiful, beloved! How could 
\ soul like ■thine, though masked in dullest argil, walk 
Unseen, unfelt and unsuspected forth? The dull 
Vnd thoughtless throng, intent on self, might pass it by, 

Vcn bide with it and feel its higher nature not. 

! B„t love would soon unkennel it, for mortal love 

ilTfrout earths irdection, 

; - , . .. my 

TO THE GRAND NRY C N LAY L LOCKWOOD 1 
BROTHEE HE- d vision so 

Proclaim, y et 1j J ee p as Laitl ’ 

Lynx eyed can see ^ *** ^ % 

Is Love although du Uard sense. not sti Ucd 

Thou art not gone. ' catc h thy 

Yet Love’s keen ea» ^ a m inor key • By j««s 

To it ; but mello" « ^ foI using .W^SS 

‘1 once heard him J^eaU f *fSto *»* b# ** 
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, r , AIS 01 1HK IMMORTAL human 

. ,)cspai v c ° id >«* 

Thou Jf / V< ‘ S Wflrrn hand finds quickly out. 
Turns fr Jlf * #5°ne- like baffled hound, distrust 
p ( ( j , Mn U c UlH( ‘ ’ lmt> witl1 unerring scent, 
rp. I{ ..rsclt, Love follows on tile trail. 

1 ait not gone. Doubt sips her own black brew 
’ l ,0 >.soned by the cunning of her art, 

,!* true Uove lifts up Hope’s magic cup 

_ la ^ nRVcr empties out while her sweet lips 
l < ->t on its crystal brim. Thou art not gone. 


MT ANIMA TUA CUM MEA. SIT AN IMA MEA 

CUM TUA 

1 hou com’st like a beautiful thought 
To the. skilfully-fashioning mind. 

All, could I but see how thouTt wrought 
E’en a glimmer of light to the blind. 


Could thine eyes gain a mellower glow, 

Could thy hands learn a tenderer clasp 
Than the gleam of the long, long ago, 

Than the touch of that dear, welcome grasp: 


There's a chord that comes muted and faint 
And tremblingly falls on mine ear. 

Ah ! Would I could catch its sweet plaint — 
Thou seem’st to be passing so near. 


Al), how can the word-painter’s arts 
Senses of mortal man teach 
The flavor that sunlight imparts 

To the juice of the down-covered peach? 

And how can a rose in full blow 
Shut in a crystal clear bowl 
Teach the beholder to know 

The exquisite scent of its soul ? 
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poiiMS to ‘ '■*«»««: 

Sit Itnma tu. a cum men 

A.yW ,,s tu- Immortal mav hidl . 

Sit Amnia mca cum l U a ’ 

Whe “ ‘’ Ve p,lssed °' er tile Great Divide! 


“TOO HONEST TO p RAY 

A radical friend of mine, in a moment of mental dupres- 
s joii being urged to embrace Christianity and give himself 
nV er to prayer, replied: Impossible — I am too honest to 






Sion «=> ' 

oV er to prayer, replied: Impossible — I am too honest to 

i ” 

pray ■ 

(Written in niv youth) 

Too honest to kneel before altar or throne 
And look for a harvest where nothing is sown; 

Too honest to call himself vile and abject 

When Nature says: “ Thou art god — stand up erect!” 

Too honest to close his eyes, making day night, 

Since error is darkness and truth alone light: 

Too honest to ask for a heavenly cure 

For ill« that humanity loves to endure; 

* i u f n r crust Of El cup, 

-ifrata eon ,tl> down and grain someth up; 

While ram cun decrees 

T " of moments m ay plewe; 

Be changed as a trom ft bove, 

Too honest to cal ‘ and blooming with love; 
While earth is all 1,1 g ufe 0 £ pure bliss. 

Too honest to d*c.» * ^ nee dcd in tins; 

While workers an | n the battle - of hfe ^ 

Too honest and t * ar e breasting 

To falter while t > ou ‘ or of 

Too honest to tlnnk^J ^ ^ 

While bravest o a crown, e ^ na „ght; 

Too honest to reac lest 0 £ la«* 

While brows that a ‘ ber . e arth o “ u (in a the hi«- 

Too honest to ro > & 0 ’ e r the 1 tlest , 

While human hearts^ # rea l m of 
Too honest to l» n n 




vvaii,, . ’ 'mm«»htai, human 

*66 I V, 2 ^ 1 l)W • .1 : 

Ton h . ,l »'" '"mil, ||,, till, „„,| II,, 

i, mu,, 'Zh"T', u " ' 

rtv,, llkl: l,,,,r "Woken l,«»U 

' or whn.ev,,. y „„ 

w °d |1| Uttuel li less faith in man. 


1 1 1 ()l,(; H r rS. LOOKS. DEEDS 

1 4> Scr ur,; wd Lisi,t ot N ’ ew c, ‘ u is; 

Jyml thoughts am good, limy lift thine own soul up, 

" ,^° Ul MO ni *^ i within the poor man’s cup ; 

, m< looks arc bettor, be of love no hick, 
id, put no coals within the beggar’s sack; 

Kiud deeds :irv best of all, the soul’s delight! 

All Ur others may do well, but these do right. 


O, EVERGREEN ! DEAR EVERGREEN! 

Air: *‘ O, Tannenbaum ” (Old German Song) 

For the children’s use during the “ Year’s End Fest ” — 
last week of December. 

Note; It seems proper to continue the ancient Saxon 
custom of setting up a fir tree. The New Cult however 
makes no use of candles. The boughs of the tree are 
whitened to simulate snow, tree and snow being emblems 
of Faithfulness and Purity. 


I 

O Evergreen, dear, faithful tree. 
The birds return with joy to thee. 
Thy tents of green in fields of white, 
Await them in their earliest flight. 


l>OKMS OK THli 


1 AX MORTAL 
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O, Evergreen. dear p» 

More faithful" bou.d, ^ recn ' 

When wintry winds nww seen > 

Thou still art faitl^^.^ 


II 

The ruin may beat the Wring oak 
And strip it of its leafy cloak, 1 
Or lay the mighty forest bare 
And sweep its foliage through the air 


III 

When wintry weather darkens sky 
Thou sing’st thy sweetest lullaby 
And hold’st the snowdrift to thy breast 
As mother rocks her babe to Test. 


IV 

O, may my heart as constant he 
As are thy branches, faithful tree. 

And may my soul be pure and width 
As snow that decks thy boughs to-night. 


admonition 

(Mother and Child at bedtime) 
CHILD 

. , nther through the night 

O guard me. nn t , aright 

And lead, bv day. . thee 

That I may bring my sou 

Unspotted in eternity 

Good night, good 


POEMS OF THE IMMORTAL HUMAN 


MOTHER 

Sleep, child of light, I’m ever near; 

O, be not anxious, have no fear; 

I’ll guide thy little feet aright 
That thou lnuyst set no stain or blight 
From mortal pleasures’ strong allure 
Upon thy soul now sweet and pure. 
Good night, good night. 
















